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LAS May 2011 Headlines:

Utah’s little known Danger Cave

By Tom Wharton, The Salt Lake Tribune, May 01 2011

Wendover – Mysteries abound in Utah’s west desert.

     Take, for example, a 400-acre piece of land near Wendover’s bustling casinos, next to the famous Bonneville Salt Flats Speedway and within sight of Interstate 80.

     It’s a state park not often found on Utah road maps or in tourist literature. Signs of the oldest humans to inhabit Utah dating back 11,300 years ago were found here. It was the site of one of the most famous archaeological studies in the U.S. And World War II soldiers stationed in Wendover to work on the Manhattan Project often held dances here.

     If you haven’t heard of Danger Cave State Park, chances are you are not alone. 

     Although Danger and Juke Box caves have been part of the park system since the 1960s, they have never been developed. Bars were put over the cave entrances in 1998 to protect the archaeological resources inside from vandalism. There are no signs directing tourists to the caves.

     But the caves are occasionally open to the public, sometimes for classes and digs, and sometimes for education. Archaeologists will give tours to the public on May 14 as part of Utah Archaeology Week. Former state Archaeologist David Madsen, who has excavated in Danger Cave, is leading the tours. Tours to the caves for Archaeology Week filled up quickly. 

     Current state Archaeologist Kevin Jones recently led an excursion into the two caves for University of Utah students studying archaeological law.

     “Danger Cave is one of the best-known archaeological sites in the country,” said Jones. “Its human history dates back over 11,000 years. There is still a little work done every year there because we can do things now we couldn’t in the past.”

     The cave was originally called Hands and Knees Cave when first visited by archaeologists, including Robert Heizer in the 1930s, because that’s how they had to enter it. The name was changed when a large rock fell off the cliff face and narrowly missed an archaeological crew.
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     Juke Box Cave, located a few hundred yards north of Danger Cave, also was referred to as “Indian Cave” or “Picture Cave” because of the rock art found inside. It got its current name in 1943 when soldiers from Wendover Air Base working on the Manhattan Project leveled a back portion of the cave and hauled up materials to create a dance floor. Considering the hot summer desert climate, it must have been a great place to beat the heat.

     Heather Leeflang, of Salt Lake City, who took Jones’ recent tour, said her late grandmother, Arlean Simmons, told her stories of spending time inside Juke Box Cave as a teenager. She drove from Salt Lake to dance with some of the soldiers.

     “As an adult, she took a continuing education class and came out here,” recalled Leeflang. “She talked to us about it. I didn’t realize she had been there until we drove out. It feels like a special privilege to be in a place where she was.”

     Indeed, any visit to these caves feels like a privilege.

     The caves are two of about 25 such “solution caves” in the area that were formed by Lake Bonneville. Jones said Danger Cave is particularly important to archaeologists due to the work of University of Utah Field Schools under the direction of Jesse Jennings from 1949 to 1953.

     That was because Jennings was one of the first to use radon carbon dating and publish his findings that showed just how well it worked. Jones has found the first hearth inside the cave where Jennings works. On the tour, he lights the cave to show a deep trench where work using more modern techniques still occurs.

     The dry nature of the cave preserves artifacts such as cordage from plant fibers, leather, basketry and wooden artifacts in relatively good condition. The deep trench is stratified, with different artifacts found in different layers representing the entire sequence of human occupation in the Great Basin.

     “The early people were mostly hunters and gatherers,” said Jones. “The area looked different. There were springs, marshes and bogs, but the demand for water for mining and Wendover changed things.”
LAS Find of the Month, May 2011:
Members can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1.  Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2.  The artifact must be a personal find.
3.  It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4.  The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.


The Find of the Month for May 2011 was made by Robin Guthrie.
Type:  Long Creek/Logan Creek/Oxbow Variant
Material:  Petrified Palm Wood
Location:  Adams County
LAS News and Upcoming Events:
May 28-30, 2011
Loveland Archaeological Society Memorial Day Weekend field trip to the Harris




Ranch at Bosler, Wyoming.  See map and instructions on the following pages.

June 7th, 2011
June meeting.  Guest speaker:  LAS member Mark Boswell.

Mark will give a presentation on “Ancient Hawaii.”

June 17-19, 2011
Field trip to the Hell Gap Site in Wyoming.  Call Garry Weinmeister at 
(970) 686-2263, or Andy Coca, (303) 286-7711, for details.  Probable date is
Saturday, June 18th.
LOVELAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.

CODE OF ETHICS

We would like to remind all members of a few points to remember in an effort to be courteous and responsible hunters.  By adhering to this code of ethics we will not endanger our own chances, or those of the club as a whole, in being granted permission to hunt for surface finds on private property.

(a) Do not litter – All trash should be carefully taken with us.  This includes pop cans, candy and gum wrappers, kleenex, sandwich bags, cigarette butts, etc.  (Carelessly discarded cigarettes can and have caused expensive and dangerous fires on ranch land that does not appear as dry as it really is.)  Do not leave food scraps – egg shells, orange peels, etc.  Take everything you bring with you when you leave.

(b) Respect fences, gates, cattle, landscape, vegetation, and every part of the ranch where you are hunting.  (How would you want the rancher to treat your own yard?)  Do not disturb the cattle, or damage fences or vegetation.  Leave gates as you find them.  Surface hunt only.  NO digging or screening.

(c) Use only your vehicle in which you reached the ranch and your own feet for transportation on the land.  Do not bring bicycles, motor bikes, motorcycles, or all terrain vehicles for easier mobility or family member recreation.  All of these items can irreparably damage the range land.  Drive your cars, pickups, etc. only where the rancher has indicated it is acceptable.  Stay on definitely visible roads for both driving and parking.  Do not drive across the range land.  Camp only where the rancher has indicated camping areas.  The land owner should be asked about building campfires, and if these fires are permitted, follow all accepted safety measures, seeing that the fires are well attended and completely extinguished and buried.

(d) Do not let your dog run wild over the land.  No matter how well behaved your dog may be at home, a dog not trained in handling livestock can, even inadvertently, cause a disturbance for the cattle, horses, nesting birds or other wildlife.  And show consideration for the other club members where your dog is concerned.

(e) If, as an individual, you obtain permission to hunt on a particular site, and you take friends, club members or non-members, with you it is your responsibility to make sure your guests understand and abide by the “rules.”

(f) Let the land owner know when you expect to arrive, how long you will stay, and when you expect to leave.  To the extent possible, check with the land owner as to the boundaries of the ranch and also as to any BLM or Forest Service land on the ranch.  If possible, when you leave, express your appreciation for being allowed to hunt on this site.  Or in the alternative, when returning home, send a thank you note.

Our club is justly proud of our reputation for consideration for the ranchers who permit us to hunt on their land, and for the responsibility we have always shown as good hunters and good citizens.  Maintaining this reputation is the only way we can expect to be allowed to return to any given area for future hunting or to gain approval for hunting in new areas.  Word gets around.  Let’s all do our individual part in upholding this code of ethics in hunting so that we do not endanger our chances of hunting on any private property, either our own individual chances or those of the entire club.
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Rock art inside Juke Box Cave near Wendover.
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- Sponsor of the Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair -

www.stoneagefair.com
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