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LAS June 2011 Headlines:

Colorado Residential Area Yields Clues to Ancient Past

Archaeologists Embark on New Research Project to Study Early Pueblo Society
Crow Canyon Archaeological Center, May 19, 2011

     Amidst a scattering of homes in a southwestern Colorado residential development called Indian Camp Ranch, archaeologists from the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center are unearthing clues to the distant past. In a unique cooperative agreement with Indian Camp Ranch landowners, Crow Canyon is embarking on a new research project this year titled the "Basketmaker Communities Project: Early Pueblo Society in the Mesa Verde Region." The project will shed light on a pivotal, but underinvestigated and poorly understood, time in Pueblo Indian history: the Basketmaker III period.

     “We’re really excited about the project,” said Shanna Diederichs, supervisory archaeologist for the project. “There has been a lot of focus on the ancestral Pueblo people who built the cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde and their migration from this area in the late 1200s. What we are focusing on with Basketmaker III is the first migration into the area. It’s the first chapter of the book.”

     The Basketmaker III period (A.D. 500 to 750) saw the earliest substantial occupation of the Mesa Verde region by Pueblo peoples. (The term Basketmaker derives from the exceptionally fine baskets found at some archaeological sites inhabited during this time.)

     The period was one of rapid population growth, great technological advances, and social change. Farming became increasingly important and pottery and the bow and arrow were introduced at this time—technologies that would serve the Pueblo people for hundreds of years. And, for the very first time, the people of the Mesa Verde region began to build large, public structures called "great kivas" where community members could gather for important events.

     The centerpiece of Crow Canyon's Basketmaker Communities Project is the Dillard site, located within Indian Camp Ranch. The site, which includes a great kiva, is an ancestral Pueblo ceremonial center believed to date from the seventh century A.D. Crow Canyon will also excavate at a number of pithouse (a semisubterranean residence) sites surrounding the Dillard site. Together, these settlements constitute the most extensive and best-preserved Basketmaker III community known in the central Mesa Verde region.

     As it has for the past 28 years, Crow Canyon invites the public to join its staff of archaeologists and educators to contribute to the Center's understanding of the innovative and resilient Pueblo people who made their homes in the Mesa Verde region. By excavating in the field and processing artifacts in the lab during Crow Canyon's Archaeology Research Program or Family Archaeology Week, lifelong learners can fulfill their passion to experience what it is like to be an archaeologist. Crow Canyon also offers camps for middle and high school students, field trips and overnight programs for school groups, and travel programs for adults in the American Southwest and around the world.
Grand Archaeology Exhibit on Excavation Project along the Colorado River Open at Kolb Studio

by Maureen Oltrogge, Contributor, KCSG Television, May 3, 2011
(Grand Canyon, AZ) - Grand Archaeology: Excavation and Discovery along the Colorado River, an exhibit highlighting archaeological excavations that took place between 2007 and 2009 along the Colorado River, is open at Kolb Studio on the South Rim of Grand Canyon National Park. The exhibit consists of interpretive panels, artifacts recovered during the excavation, representative tools the crews used during excavation, and an interactive virtual tour. It tells the story of what was learned about the people who lived in the canyon hundreds and thousands of years ago and about the challenges of conducting archaeological research in the remote setting of the Colorado River at the bottom of Grand Canyon.
     This free exhibit will be on display at the Kolb Studio from 8:00AM to 7:00PM daily through September 7, 2011. The exhibit will then be on display at the Museum of Northern Arizona for one year starting on from October 1, 2011. The Grand Archaeology exhibit is the result of collaboration between the National Park Service, Museum of Northern Arizona, and the Grand Canyon Association, the official partner of Grand Canyon National Park.
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     The Grand Archaeology project consisted of excavations at nine archaeological sites that were being impacted by erosion and could not be stabilized in place. The excavations were conducted cooperatively with the Museum of Northern Arizona and represent the results of the first major excavations in nearly 40 years in the park.
     The National Park Service has a preservation mandate, making archaeological excavations uncommon and undertaken only when sites cannot be preserved in place. Excavation provided a rare opportunity for archaeological research in the park. Jan Balsom, Deputy Chief of Science and Resource Management, said, “This project provided some important insights into the prehistory of the river corridor. Some sites were used repeatedly over a long period of time; others revealed evidence of prehistoric cotton cultivation, beautiful masonry work, and evidence of jewelry manufacture. Altogether, this project has greatly enhanced our understanding of the lives of the people who lived here in the past.”
     Balsom added, “We thought it was extremely important to share these findings with the public via an exhibit in Kolb Studio and at the Museum of Northern Arizona. Not only does the exhibit include some of the artifacts recovered during the excavation, it communicates what life was like for the people who lived along the river and the methods archaeologists use to learn about the past.”
     The excavation project was funded by park entrance fees through the Federal Recreation Lands Enhancement Act. Public outreach has been an integral part of the project since its inception. More than 2000 Colorado River trip participants were able to view the excavations in progress, and a professional photographer and videographer were at more than half the sites to document the scientific work. In addition to the Grand Archaeology exhibit, two multimedia features on the project are also available on the park’s website.
     The Grand Canyon River Archeology Virtual Tour includes four excavated sites, along with overviews from the South Rim and along the river corridor. Viewers of the virtual tour can enter excavated rooms, and click on information tabs to learn more about features within rooms, such as hearths and ventilator shafts, and learn more about the excavation tools that archaeologists use. Balsom said, “The virtual tour is a tremendous learning tool. Not only is it fun to be able to look around the rooms, but the tour contains a great deal of explanatory material. Since the sites have been re-buried to protect them from further erosion, the virtual tour is the only way to now view these sites.”
     Archeology along the Colorado River is a 15-minute video on the excavation project that features footage of the excavations and interviews with archeologists and tribal elders conducted during the project. This stunning video not only overviews the excavations, but offers insights into the significance of the work.
     Grand Canyon National Park Acting Superintendent Barclay Trimble said, “We are very excited to have this exhibit at Kolb Studio, and to have partnered with the Museum of Northern Arizona in the research project. Many people are unaware that Grand Canyon National Park has such a long record of human use and occupation. This exhibit shares some of the challenges we face relative to conservation work the National Park Service does to manage this special place and how we work cooperatively with organizations such as the Museum of Northern Arizona to learn more about park resources.”
     Museum of Northern Arizona Executive Director Dr. Robert G. Breunig said, “The Museum of Northern Arizona which has a long tradition of scientific work in the Grand Canyon, has been pleased to be a part of this exciting project which has included the first archaeological excavations along the Colorado River corridor in a generation. Under the leadership of Principal Investigator Dr. Ted Neff of the Museum of Northern Arizona staff, the National Park Service and Museum of Northern Arizona team gained new insights into the long span of human occupation in the Grand Canyon and the ways in which people have adapted to the Canyon environment through time.”
     Grand Canyon Association presents exhibits in Kolb Studio to foster stewardship and inspire a sense of wonder for visitors from around the world.
     Grand Canyon Association Chief Executive Officer Susan Schroeder said, “Our mission is to help preserve and protect Grand Canyon National Park by cultivating support through education and understanding of the park. The Grand Archaeology exhibit supports that mission by helping those who visit the show in Kolb Studio have a deeper understanding of the cultural history of the park.”
     For additional information, please contact Jen Dierker Grand Canyon National Park archaeologist, at (928) 638-7479.
LAS Find of the Month, June 2011:
Members can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1.  Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2.  The artifact must be a personal find.
3.  It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4.  The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.

The Find of the Month for June 2011 was made by Joyce Mountain.
Type:  Small Notched Blade or Unfinished Preform
Material:  Fossiliferous Chert
Location:  Emery County, Utah
LAS News and Upcoming Events:
July 2-4, 2011

Loveland Archaeological Society Weekend field trip to the Harris Ranch at Bosler,




Wyoming.  A map and instructions were included in the May 2011 LAS Newsletter.

July 5, 2011

July meeting.  Guest speaker:  Stephen Schell.



Mr. Stephen Schell, local author and educator, will give a 30-45 minute presentation 




he filmed while living in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  The program will focus on the 




aftermath of the battle and its effect on the town and its people.  He personally 




explored and photographed areas not normally seen by the public, and will display 




battle artifacts gathered over the years.
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- Sponsor of the Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair -

www.stoneagefair.com
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