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LAS January 2011 Headlines:

Human teeth found to be 400,000 years old

Dec 27, 2010, by James Amos 

     Archaeologists claim they have found teeth in Israel that could be the earliest evidence of man's existence ever found.

     The team from Tel Aviv University says during excavation of a cave in central Israel, they found teeth resembling modern man's that date to about 400,000 years ago.

     The oldest Homo Sapien remains found until now are only half that old.

     The accepted scientific theory is that Homo Sapiens originated in Africa and migrated out from there.

     Archaeologist Avi Gopher says more research needs to be done But if the remains are linked to the ancestors of modern man, it could mean that modern man really originated in what is now Israel.

Big Dig Tells Nuanced Story About North Idaho Town

By Doug Nadvornick, Northwest News Network, 11/01/2010 

SANDPOINT, Idaho - The Northwest is filled with towns that have their own storied histories. Sandpoint is a fashionable resort village in scenic north Idaho. But it used to be a rougher place, built around the timber and railroad industries. Today, researchers are piecing together much of that history after an unusually large archaeological dig. Correspondent Doug Nadvornick reports the dig was prompted by a highway construction project.

     I’m standing in downtown Sandpoint, Idaho. About a block behind me is US Highway 95. That’s Idaho’s major north-south highway. It runs through downtown Sandpoint, a bustling little downtown area.

     Right across a big creek from here is a bypass road that the state of Idaho is building to move the highway out of downtown Sandpoint.

     What’s significant is that the bypass is built on Sandpoint’s original town site from 1882 and that meant the state had to do an archaeological project to find whether there were cultural artifacts. And what they found was pretty significant.

     Marc Munch: “This is probably the largest archaeological project ever conducted in the state of Idaho.”

     Marc Munch is Idaho’s highway archaeologist.

     The state hired a team of archaeologists who spent more than a year digging at 11 sites in a mile-long stretch. University of Idaho anthropology professor Mark Warner says this dig stands out in the Inland Northwest.

     Mark Warner: “There’s a track record of similar large-scale projects on the West Coast and there’s track records of very large-scale projects on the East Coast, but there’s not a whole lot in between.”

     The crews doing the digging recovered more than a half-million objects. Those are now bagged, catalogued and piled in boxes that sit in a basement storage room at the University of Idaho.

     Many of the artifacts, such as old bottles, are intact. Warner says those offer a glimpse into just how far people in the 19th century went to bring their creature comforts with them.

     Mark Warner: “We’re learning somebody from Sandpoint, Idaho really needed to drink Florida water from Murray and Landman’s druggists, manufactured in New York. And this made it all the way across the country.”

     Other objects came from even farther away; for example, shards of Chinese pottery. Archaeologist Jim Weaver says those artifacts help piece together the story about how and when Chinese workers came to the U-S and, ultimately, to Sandpoint.

     Jim Weaver: “They either came over for the gold rush or came over for construction of one of the railroads in California. But there are a number of little clues, like the coins that we got, Chinese coins.”

     Weaver says by the time the Chinese workers came to Sandpoint, many of the town’s first inhabitants had moved to a better neighborhood. The original town site became known as the Restricted District, populated by bordellos, lumber mill workers and the Chinese. Weaver says it was a rough place and respectable people avoided it. But the Chinese workers made their own little community.

     Anthropologist Mark Warner says the artifacts give researchers like him a rare look at that.

     Mark Warner: “I mean an extraordinary history of the disenfranchised and the invisible.”

     Though the Sandpoint, Idaho dig is generally considered a big success, the project’s leaders are disappointed about one thing. Prehistoric archaeologist Bob Betts says they didn’t find many Native American artifacts from the time before Sandpoint was settled.

     Bob Betts: “The area had been so disturbed by the historic townsite, fires that had gone through that townsite, and they were mixed with historic artifacts. Now, for an archaeologist, that’s a major problem.”

     Still, Betts says the dig has helped to confirm that people lived and travelled through north Idaho as far back as eight thousand years ago.

     Betts and his colleagues are writing a report about the Sandpoint dig. Marc Munch from the Idaho Transportation Department expects it will tell a more nuanced story than what you read in the history books.

     Marc Munch: “Tying it all together, the end story’s just going to be very unique and it’s going to shed a different light on the history of a logging and mining community in the West that we didn’t know.”

     Ultimately, some of the artifacts may wind up in the museum in Sandpoint, just a short distance from their long-time resting place.

Petroglyph panels damaged in Agua Fria National Monument

by Ron Dungan - Dec. 17, 2010, The Arizona Republic

     Petroglyph panels at Agua Fria National Monument have been damaged by white paint and obscenities scrawled on nearby boulders, the Bureau of Land Management said this week.

     Although the petroglyph site, about 2 miles east of Cordes Junction, was relatively accessible, the damaged panels were not, said monument manager Rem Hawes.

     "It would actually take some climbing on cliffs to get to where these petroglyphs are," he said.

     Authorities believe the vandals visited the site at least twice between July and November.

     The bureau is offering a $2,500 reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of those responsible for the damage.

     Archaeologists say that Archaic Period hunter-gatherers who once lived in the area left the rock art about 2,000 years ago. The area later was settled by people archaeologists call Perry Mesa Tradition, about whom very little is known. The monument has about 400 recorded archaeological sites.

     "It's very rare, and so it's irreplaceable," Hawes said. "So much of it hasn't been studied yet."

     When sites are vandalized, the information they contain can be lost.

     "It's losing our history, essentially," he said.

     Authorities are becoming increasingly frustrated with damage to archaeological sites. Kaibab National Forest staff recently had to hire a crew to clean up paint at Keyhole Sink, a popular petroglyph site in northern Arizona. The cleanup cost thousands of dollars, and the vandals have not been caught.

     Damaging petroglyphs or other archaeological sites is a violation of federal law that carries a $100,000 fine and up to a year in prison.

     Anyone with information about the Agua Fria vandalism should call Special Agent Angela Stevens at 602-417-9316.

     Hawes said he suspects that damage like this is typically done by youths who do not fully understand the historical value of the sites.

     "This is a bad thing to do, and it's a felony and it's taken seriously," he said.

Expert aims to make archaeology accessible 

by Rebecca Howe, Arizona State University News, December 15, 2010

     Francis P. McManamon has spent decades protecting and promoting North America’s archaeological legacy.

     As the National Park Service’s chief archaeologist, he partnered with law enforcement to guard against looting and illegal trafficking of artifacts. As departmental consulting archaeologist for the U.S. Department of the Interior, he helped sculpt archaeological policies that apply to all federal government agencies.

     Now, in his role as executive director of the Center for Digital Antiquity, he is leading a pioneering effort in the field of archaeology: the development of an international repository of digital archaeological data sets, images, reports and other digital information. This repository, known as the Digital Archaeological Record (tDAR), is largely the brainchild of archaeology professor Keith Kintigh, associate director of ASU’s School of Human Evolution and Social Change, and professor K. Selcuk Candan of the School of Computing, Informatics and Decision Systems Engineering.
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     tDAR was designed and prototyped with funding from the National Science Foundation. The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has funded further development of this digital repository with the establishment of Digital Antiquity, an organization that is a collaborative venture among ASU, the Archaeology Data Service at the University of York in England, the University of Arkansas, the Pennsylvania State University, the SRI Foundation and Washington State University. Digital Antiquity is administratively centered in the School of Human Evolution and Social Change and physically housed in Hayden Library.

     McManamon is charged with overseeing Digital Antiquity’s two-fold mission: to provide wide access to the archaeological reports and records stored in tDAR and to ensure that in the long term, these digital objects are preserved. He and his colleagues are busily adding content to tDAR, and encouraging other archaeologists to do the same.

     McManamon also is helping to bring an appreciation of archaeology to members of the general public. A prolific author and editor, his most recent publication, “Archaeology in America,” a four-volume encyclopedia, has been named an Outstanding Reference Source for 2010 by the American Library Association.

     McManamon drew a parallel between the publication and his work with Digital Antiquity.

      “Both of these projects aim to make information about archaeology and archaeological resources more accessible,” he said. “The essays in ‘Archaeology in America’ are by specialists, archaeologists with expert knowledge about the topics they cover, but the essays are written for a lay audience. I envision them being used by college students, interested individuals who are not specialists, even colleagues not versed in a particular area but wanting or needing to know about it.”

     The publisher first approached McManamon in 2003 about putting together an archaeological reference work. After signing on, McManamon served as general editor and teamed with an editorial board of three colleagues: Linda Cordell of the School for Advanced Research; Kent Lightfoot of the University of California, Berkeley; and George Milner of the Pennsylvania State University. McManamon and his editors identified eight different regions and assembled lists of potential topics and authors representing the best in their field for each region of North America covered by the encyclopedia.

     Regional sections of the encyclopedia contain six to 10 longer articles on general topics, as well as many articles on specific sites or groups of similar sites within each region. In all, the four volumes contain over 350 articles covering subjects dating from 20,000 years ago to the 20th century and sites from the Arctic coastline to northern Mexico. Most of the sites that are written about have some kind of public access, emphasizing archaeological accessibility for the general public audience.

     McManamon has done fieldwork in western Europe and Micronesia, but considers northeastern North America his area of focus. He has served as a research professor in the School of Human Evolution and Social Change in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences since 2009.

LAS Find of the Month, January 2011:

Members can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1.  Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2.  The artifact must be a personal find.

3.  It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4.  The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.

The Find of the Month for January 2011 was made by Rohn Miller.

Type:  Hannah

Material:  Hartville Uplift

Location:  Morrill County, Nebraska

LAS News and Upcoming Events:

Membership

Mr. Jim O’Dell volunteered to chair a new Membership Committee with the intent of

Committee

increasing our membership.  If you have ideas on how to bring in new members and




would like to be a member of the new Membership Committee please contact Jim 




O’Dell at (970) 685-2742.  

February 1st

February meeting.  Guest speakers:  Bill and Beth Sagstetter.  Title of Presentation:  




“The Cliff Dwellings Speak.”  Beth and Bill Sagstetter just completed a new book on 




the cliff dwellings of the greater American southwest, and will share highlights from 




the book with us at the February 2011 meeting.  Copies of their book will be available 




to LAS members for $20.00.  Bill and Beth Sagstetter have been exploring the 




backcountry of the American West and Southwest as researchers / writers / 




photographers / filmmakers for 40 years.  They were a correspondent/photographer 




team for the Denver Post for two years. The Sagstetter by-line has appeared on 




hundreds of magazine articles, and they have co-authored 4 books to date. In 1978, 




their film "THE MYSTERY OF HUAJATOLLA" (wah-ha-toya) won an award at the 




Aspen Arts Film Festival.

March 1st

March meeting.  Guest speaker:  To Be Announced.
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Archaeologist Francis P. McManamon oversees the Center for Digital Antiquity, housed in Arizona State University's Hayden Library.








- Sponsor of the Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair -

www.stoneagefair.com
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