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LAS February 2011 Headlines:

Finding Would Reveal Contact between Humans and Gomphotheres in North America

From Art Daily (http://www.artdaily.com)

Mexico City - Mexican Archaeologists discovered 3 Clovis projectile heads associated with remains of gomphotheres with an age of at least 12,000 years, in the northern region of the Mexican state of Sonora. The finding is relevant because these are the first evidences in North America of this extinct animal linked to the human species.

     The discovery took place in early January 2011 in El Fin del Mundo, Sonora by researchers from the National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH), during the third field season at the site identified as a hunting and quartering area during the Pleistocene.

     This finding completes a scene in which archaeologists visualized how Clovis groups hunted this elephant ancestor. “This is an unprecedented find in Mexico since it is the first time that projectile heads are found associated with a bone bed of this kind of proboscides.

      “There is no other Clovis archaeological site where gomphotheres have been found, not even in the United States, where most important Clovis Culture findings have been registered, and these vestiges are dated between 10,600 and 11,600 years” informed archaeologist Guadalupe Sanchez, director of the Fin del Mundo Research Project.

      “The discovery took place in the same archaeological context where in 2008 gomphothere bones and different lithic tools were found on the surface, among them, a quartz crystal Clovis head”.

     The finding opens the possibility of the coexistence of humankind with gomphotheres, animals similar to mammoths, but smaller, in this region of America, which contrasts with theories that declare that this species disappeared 30,000 years ago in this region of America and did not coexist with humans.

     Clovis people are also known as hunters of mammoths, one of 3 proboscide species that lived in America, with the other two being the mastodon and the gomphothere. The last was the smallest and the earliest to appear in the Americas.

     Gomphotheres have only been found associated with humans in South America, and the southernmost Clovis heads were found in Costa Rica; human evidence associated with proboscides was limited to mastodons and mammoths until now.

     The INAH archaeologist Natalia Martinez, head of the field research, explained that Clovis projectile heads were discovered in the point named Localidad 1, the remainder of a swamp with deposits of the Pleistocene and Holocene eras, and were freed by scraping carefully a hard soil block.

     The lithic artifacts manufactured by Clovis people to hunt great animals, were located a few centimeters under the gomphothere discovered in previous field seasons part of the research project conducted by the INAH, the University of Arizona and the National Geographic Society.

Unbroken Creativity

Denver Art Museum rethinks, remakes American Indian galleries

By Quentin Young, Longmont Times-Call, February 4, 2011

DENVER — A question arises during a visit to the American Indian galleries at the Denver Art Museum: What exactly is American Indian art?

     A station in one of the galleries is even called “What is American Indian Art?,” and it supplies artists’ various answers.

     The museum recently completed a major renovation, re-installation and rethinking of the galleries, so you might think museum staff would have their own answer to the question.

     But Nancy Blomberg, curator of the galleries, said she does not, and she said it in a way that meant her ambiguity was intentional.

     The inaugural exhibition in the new galleries gives an implicit answer: A work of American Indian art is art made by an American Indian with at least some connection to an Indian theme but not necessarily in a traditionally Indian style.

     In 1925, the museum began collecting Indian art as art, not artifacts. It was one of the first American museums to do so. DAM now boasts what it calls “one of the world’s finest collections of American Indian art” — a collection that includes 18,000 items and spans “2,000 years of artistic creativity.”

     One of the changes in the galleries is that the museum now places greater emphasis on artists as individuals. Paintings by Mateo Romero, for example, are accompanied by a video of Romero in his studio talking about and creating art.

     Visitors might enjoy the galleries most by altogether avoiding questions of anthropology and ethnicity and simply enjoying the art, because taken on aesthetics alone, the exhibition offers much to appreciate.

     Begin with Romero. His “Voices at Wounded Knee, Series #2,” is one of the most visually magnetic paintings in the whole museum. A silhouetted, armed figure stands before an empty green landscape. The stark but delicate contrast Romero achieves between the black of the figure and the day-lit plains establishes a psychological depth to match its physical one.

     Jaune Quick-to-See Smith’s “Trade Canoe for Don Quixote” is another highlight of the show, and it owes more to European modernism than to any indigenous tradition. A protest against the war in Iraq, the work is haunted by “Guernica,” Picasso’s anti-war painting.

     The museum set up a huge touch-screen station to accompany Smith’s work. The screen displays an image of “Trade Canoe,” and visitors may touch various parts of the picture to find out more about it. A lizard takes a prominent place in the top center of the picture, for example. The touch screen explains that this is a desert monitor and that Smith included it because it’s found in Iraq.

     The show includes a selection of elegant work by the celebrated Hopi potter Nampeyo. Nearby is a memorable on-loan bronze sculpture by Allan Houser, a renowned Indian artist.

     One of the most fascinating items in the show is an Osage coat that started as part of a U.S. military uniform. It came to the artist possibly after a peace delegation returned to the tribe from Washington, D.C. It was then transformed into a magnificent piece of sartorial art.

     Almost all of the objects in the show are part of the museum’s permanent collection. Some of the works the museum commissioned especially for the new galleries.

     Artist Roxanne Swentzell was commissioned to create a work called “Mud Woman Rolls On,” which she’ll work on in public view through August. Visitors are even invited to ask Swentzell questions as they watch her in action.

     The new galleries, which opened to the public Jan. 30, occupy 23,000 square feet in the museum’s North Building. They will feature rotating exhibitions.

For more information visit www.denverartmuseum.org.

Stone Age Fair Graphic Contest

It’s time to start planning for the 2011 Stone Age Fair and we need your help.  For those of you who are artistic, we are looking for you to use your talent to help us design the graphic to be used to advertise this year’s Fair.  Simply bring your design to the April LAS meeting.  The Stone Age Fair Committee will then review the entries and announce their decision at the May LAS meeting.  Here are the graphics used for the 2009 and 2010 Stone Age Fairs as examples:
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2009 Stone Age Fair






2010 Stone Age Fair

LAS Find of the Month, February 2011:

Members can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1.  Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2.  The artifact must be a personal find.

3.  It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4.  The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.

There was no meeting in February 2011.  We will allow you to enter any finds you planned to enter at the February meeting at the March meeting on March 1st.

LAS News and Upcoming Events:

Membership

Mr. Jim O’Dell volunteered to chair a new Membership Committee with the intent of

Committee

increasing our membership.  If you have ideas on how to bring in new members and




would like to be a member of the new Membership Committee please contact Jim 




O’Dell at (970) 685-2742.  

March 1st

March meeting.  Guest speakers:  Bill and Beth Sagstetter.  Title of Presentation:  




“The Cliff Dwellings Speak.”  Beth and Bill Sagstetter just completed a new book on 




the cliff dwellings of the greater American southwest, and will share highlights from 




the book with us at the February 2011 meeting.  Copies of their book will be available 




to LAS members for $20.00.  Bill and Beth Sagstetter have been exploring the 




backcountry of the American West and Southwest as researchers / writers / 




photographers / filmmakers for 40 years.  They were a correspondent/photographer 




team for the Denver Post for two years. The Sagstetter by-line has appeared on 




hundreds of magazine articles, and they have co-authored 4 books to date. In 1978, 




their film "THE MYSTERY OF HUAJATOLLA" (wah-ha-toya) won an award at the 




Aspen Arts Film Festival.

April 2nd

2010 Spring Into Archaeology Fair, Poudre Valley REA Building.  If you plan to exhibit




please call Andy Coca at (303) 286-7711 for table space.  Additional information will 

be posted on the LAS website at http://stoneagefair.com.  See you there!

April 5th

April meeting.  Guest speaker:  To Be Announced.  Bring your design(s) for the 2011 




Stone Age Fair graphic contest!  Your prize – recognition on this year’s Stone Age 




Fair flyer and in the Stone Age Fair program.
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The discovery took place in early January 2011 in El Fin del Mundo, Sonora by researchers from the National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH), during the third field season at the site identified as a hunting and quartering area during the Pleistocene. Photo: INAH.








- Sponsor of the Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair -

www.stoneagefair.com
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