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LAS June 2010 Headlines:

Art & Heritage Center to host prehistoric bison hunting exhibit

Windsor Beacon, May 29th, 2010

     An exhibit showcasing prehistoric bison hunting practices and the importance of the bison to Native Americans will be on display Wednesday through Aug. 25 at the Art and Heritage Center.

     The center is located at 116 N. 5th Street in Windsor.

     The exhibit, entitled "Awakening Stories of Ancient Bison Hunting," will be open to the public on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is free.

     The exhibit illustrates bison hunting as it was practiced for thousands of years by Indians on the Colorado high plains.  It focuses on the Kaplan-Hoover bison bone bed, a bison-hunting site located in west Windsor.

     One of the largest arroyo hunting sites known in the Americas, the bone bed was unearthed during the building of a new subdivision on Windsor's western bluffs in 1997.

     The Awakening Stories exhibit looks at the importance of bison to Native American cultures over the centuries. Panels present insights and interpretations by American Indians, archaeologists and bison ecologists.

     In addition, part of the exhibit is a selection of traditional cultural items made from buffalo materials. An arm shield of brain-tanned buffalo hide was made by Leroy White Man, Northern Cheyenne Nation. Other artifacts include a medicine bowl, bison calling items, smudge pot, rattle, and bison horn.

     The Kaplan-Hoover bone bed site was purchased with a grant award from the Colorado Historical Society-State Historical Fund which allowed the excavation to be reburied for long-term preservation. It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

     Awakening Stories of Ancient Bison Hunting is sponsored by the Northern Colorado Chapter of the Colorado Archaeological Society. It is managed by the City of Greeley Museums. The exhibit was funded by Colorado Historical Society-State Historical Fund, Colorado Endowment for the Humanities, Colorado Archaeological Society, City of Greeley Museums and Color Key Displays, Inc.

     For more information, contact Elizabeth Handwerk Kurt, Museum Curator, at (970) 674-2439.

Note:  This is the second in our series highlighting our 2010 Stone Age Fair speakers.
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[image: image3.jpg]



Dr. Todd Surovell

Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Wyoming

Dr. Surovell received his PhD from the Department of Anthropology at the University of Arizona in the Spring of 2003.   He began his current appointment as an Assistant Professor at the University of Wyoming in 2003 and was promoted to Associate Professor in 2009.  Dr. Surovell specializes in the prehistory of hunting and gathering peoples with an emphasis on the Paleoindian period of North America, the colonization of the New World, and related issues, such as the causes of Pleistocene extinctions.  He has worked in Denmark, Israel, and throughout the Rocky Mountain west.  From 1999 through 2007, with his wife, Dr. Nicole Waguespack, also a professor at the University of Wyoming, he excavated Locality B of the Barger Gulch site in Middle Park, Colorado. These excavations produced more than 75,000 artifacts from a Folsom winter campsite at an elevation of 7,600 feet.  He has more than 30 publications including a book published in 2009 on the economics of Folsom stone tool technologies.

National Parks Subcommittee to hear Chimney Rock national monument legislation

By Jodie Blankenship, Examiner.com (Denver), May 19th, 2010
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     Another step in the quest for national monument status occurs Wednesday, May 19 for Chimney Rock Archaeological Area. U.S. Senator Michael Bennet, D-Colorado, as well as Republican Archuleta County Commissioner Bob Moomaw are set to testify before the National Parks Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources for the proposed national monument legislation for Chimney Rock Archaeological Area. The legislation was introduced simultaneously in the Senate by Bennet and in the House by Congressman John Salazar, a Democrat from Colorado's Third Congressional District, Tuesday, May 4.

     U.S. Senator Mark Udall, also a Democrat from Colorado, originally cosponsored the national monument legislation with Salazar and is now the National Parks Subcommittee chair. Testimony for the National Parks Subcommittee on Chimney Rock begins at 2:30 PM ET at the Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 366 in Washington, D.C.

     The legislation looks to increase the 4100 acres of the current site of Chimney Rock to 4,726 acres which will remain a unit of the San Juan National Forest-the seventh of currently six national monuments under U.S. Forest Service control. Along with the Forest Service, the legislation delineates that Chimney Rock Interpretive Association (CRIA) would continue to provide staff and management for programs at Chimney Rock. Also in the bill, Native American tribes will maintain access to Chimney Rock for traditional and cultural purposes.

     National monument status grants greater protection status as well as additional funding through the U.S. Forest Service and federal monies designated for national parks. With additional federal funding from the legislation, a new Interpretive and Visitor Center would be built along with the construction of restrooms and the lower parking paved. The existing Visitor's Cabin is currently limited on how many artifacts can be housed because of size of the cabin.

     Chimney Rock Archaeological Area is now open for the season with four daily guided tours. The popular Chimney Rock Full Moon Program debuts this year Thursday, May 27, providing a one-of-a-kind experience amongst ancient Puebloan structures along with archeo-astronomy theories presented, accompanied by a Native American flute performance from Charles Martinez.

     The ancient Puebloan people inhabiting Chimney Rock one thousand years ago interacted with other Chacoan cultures at Mesa Verde, Chaco Canyon and other ancient Puebloan sites throughout the Southwest. Chimney Rock is the highest ancient Puebloan site at 7600 feet and the most northeasterly of the Chacoan world.

     Chimney Rock Archaeological Area is located 20 miles west of Pagosa Springs on Highway 151. For more information on all Chimney Rock's programs, visit:  http://www.chimneyrockco.org/mainnew.htm.
Keyhole Canyon offers a glimpse at archaeological wonders

By Margo Bartlett Pesek, Las Vegas Review-Journal, Las Vegas, NV, May 30, 2010

     Considered a significant archaeological site, Keyhole Canyon boasts both petroglyphs and pictographs, as well as other signs left by ancient cultures. The steep-walled cleft in the Eldorado Mountains south of Nelson contains an intermittent water source where a tiny pool gathers runoff at the bottom of a dry waterfall. It was enough to attract the nomadic hunters and gatherers who made the desert their home centuries before European settlers reached the continent.

     A narrow niche in the granite of the mountains, Keyhole Canyon is a blind or box canyon. Crated by erosion, it is no place to be during a heavy rain. Steep rock walls enclose the gravely canyon bottom. For those early travelers, the spot provided shade and cooler temperatures during the hot months, protection from winds and storms all year and defensive position when needed.

     Although it seems a world away from busy modern life in Southern Nevada, Keyhole Canyon lies little more than a half-hour's drive from Las Vegas. To reach it, drive south on U.S. 95 from Railroad Pass as if heading toward Searchlight and Laughlin. Note the turnoff toward Nelson and Eldorado Canyon 10 miles from Railroad Pass. Drive past this junction a little more than four miles to a turnout in the highway median six-tenths of a mile south of mile marker 41. Cross the northbound lanes of U.S. 95 to reach a cattle guard across a graded road headed east toward the mountains. In the distance, three sets of transmission lines march toward California atop tall metal towers like gigantic Erector Set structures.

     Although it may be rough from flash flooding and wear and tear from other vehicles, this is not a bad road by desert dirt road standards. However, don't attempt it in your low-slung sports car. A vehicle with a little clearance driven judiciously will do just fine. Four-wheel drive is not necessary if you stay on the best traveled route, keep out of the sand and avoid potholes.

     After about two miles, the road goes under two of the three sets of power lines. Turn south on a power line access road marked by a white sign. This road runs straight south between the second and third sets of towers, except where it encounters a couple of washes. After about a mile, start taking note of the numbers on the towers. You want to turn on a smaller dirt road at the tower numbered 23E3.

     This side road heads directly toward the mountains where you see a distinctive light-colored rock formation marking the entrance to Keyhole Canyon. A spur takes you to a small parking and turn-around area near a rustic fence. The Bureau of Land Management aims to limit access to foot traffic only. There is no gate, just an entrance between parallel fence sections. Other development at the site includes signs and a vault toilet some distance from the fence.

     BLM signs at the site detail the importance of preserving the cultural treasures from the past at Keyhole Canyon. Please observe, photograph and admire, but don't touch or mar the rock art and other artifacts. The rock art here and elsewhere constitutes open-air art museums, displays worthy of esteem and respect left by people of prehistory. Today they belong to us all, part of our national heritage.

     Most of the petroglyphs were incised upon rock faces on either side of the entrance. The more you look, the more pictures and symbols you see.

     Those closest to the bottom of the rocks show the wear of the centuries. You'll spot better-defined symbols at eye level. Keep looking upward, for rock art appears wherever the ancient artists could find a place to stand.

     Pictographs, rock art created by using pigments, occur on the protected undersides of boulders. Where cliffs or slabs of stone provided shelter, you'll see the black residue of cooking fires. A few flat stones bearing pockmarks created by tools, perhaps grinders or fire sticks, mark ancient campsites.

     Visitors walk a few hundred yards to reach the dry waterfall, scrambling around fallen boulders to get there. Gazing up, they notice metal anchors left by rock climbers.

     Keyhole Canyon provides climbers with experience on granite surfaces and in crevices. Untrained climbers should stay off the cliffs.

LAS Find of the Month, June 2010:
Members can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1.  Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2.  The artifact must be a personal find.
3.  It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4.  The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.

The Find of the Month for June 2010 was made by Steve Campbell
Type:  Plains Pot, possibly Upper Republican
Material:  Plains Ceramic
Location:  Larimer County (Private Land)
Note:  If you have any information on plains pottery please feel free to provide input.  This has already been shown to the professional archaeological community at Colorado State University, and they were extremely excited about Steve sharing the information of his discovery.
LAS News and Upcoming Events:
July 6th, 2010

July Meeting.  Guest speaker:  Jim O’Dell.  LAS member Jim O’Dell, noted firearms




expert, will give a presentation on firearms and cartridges of the early west.  If you 




have old cartridges associated with known historic sites, or if you’d like Jim to identify 



any cartridges for you please bring them.  No firearms please.

City of Fort Collins
Visit the City of Fort Collins Natural Areas Program website
Tracks & Trails
(http://www.fcgov.com/naturalareas/) for a list of programs and guided hikes offered 
Program

this summer.  Programs include “Archaeology of the Soapstone Prairie” and “Through 



the Eyes of an Archaeologist” with Dr. Jason LaBelle of Colorado State University, 



among others.  Download your copy of the Fort Collins “Tracks & Trails” guide at 




http://www.fcgov.com/naturalareas/pdf/tracks-trails2010.pdf.  If you don’t have a 



computer you can pick up a copy at natural area trailheads, at local businesses or at 



your local library.

Lamb Spring Tours
Free tours are offered in partnership with the Lamb Spring Archaeological Preserve 




Board, Douglas County Community Planning and Sustainable Development and the 




Archaeological Conservancy the first Saturday of each month from May through 



October.  The program begins at 9:30 a.m. with an introductory video explaining the 



excavations that have occurred at the site.  Visitors then drive to the parking area and 



walk the distance of about two city blocks to the site.  Please contact Douglas County 



at (303) 660-7460 if you would like to make a reservation.  Find more information on 



their website:  http://www.douglas.co.us/lambspring/.
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Dr. Nicole Waguespack, Middle Park, Colorado, July 2005
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