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LAS May 2010 Headlines:

Researchers prepare to dig up information on RMNP’s past

By Bobby Magill for Loveland Connection, Loveland, Colorado, Saturday, April 3, 2010

     A major archaeological study is beginning at Rocky Mountain National Park, and it’s expected to uncover how and why prehistoric peoples used the upper reaches of the undeveloped Forest Canyon – the headwaters of the Big Thompson River.

     Before American Indians were pushed out of the area in the mid-19th century, Forest Canyon Pass was occupied seasonally for more than 10,000 years, University of Northern Colorado anthropologist Robert Brunswig said at Tuesday’s biennial Rocky Mountain National Park Research Conference in Estes Park.

     Brunswig is teaming up with other UNC and National Park Service researchers to understand why Forest Canyon Pass was one of the most densely occupied areas in the region for thousands of years.
     Researchers so far have uncovered many campsites, pieces of pottery and projectile points, showing how many people used the area each summer.

     Forest Canyon Pass, which is west-southwest of the Alpine Visitor Center on Trail Ridge Road, also is one of the most biologically diverse areas of Rocky Mountain National Park, Brunswig said.

     More than two dozen species of economically, medicinally and nutritionally important plants were identified at the pass in just one day of research, he said, while the area also serves as habitat for many animals including moose, wolverine, bear, elk, and, historically, bison.

     “This is an extremely significant site,” Brunswig said.
Note:  We will highlight our 2010 Stone Age Fair speakers in the May and June 2010 newsletters.

Profile:  Dr. Bonnie Pitblado

Dr. Bonnie L. Pitblado, (Ph.D. University of Arizona), associate professor, Anthropology Program Director. She is an archaeologist who focuses on human occupation of the Rocky Mountains and adjacent regions, 12,000 - 7,500 years ago.  She is particularly interested in late Paleoindian mobility strategies in Rocky Mountain settings.  To that end she has excavated 8,000 year-old campsites at 8,000' and 11,300' above sea level, and worked with ancient artifact assemblages from all over the states of Colorado, Utah, and Idaho.  Dr. Pitblado also directs the Utah State Museum of Anthropology, a teaching museum and resource for Utah State students and the Cache Valley community.  When not working, Dr. Pitblado loves hiking and camping in the mountains, preferably with her husband Joe, son Ethan, stepson Derek, and dog Pawnee.  She and Joe also love scuba diving in the Caribbean.  For more information on Dr. Pitblado, visit the USU Anthropology faculty web page (http://www.usu.edu/anthro/faculty.html#Pitbladot).
LAS Find of the Month, May 2010:
Members can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1.  Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2.  The artifact must be a personal find.
3.  It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4.  The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.

The Find of the Month for May 2010 was a tie between Andy Coca (left) and Steve Campbell (right).
Type (left):  Plains Corner Notch
Material:  Flattop Chalcedony
Location:  Morgan/Weld County line

Note:  This little point is absolutely perfect!

Found by:  Andy Coca

Type (right):  Harahey Beveled Knife

Material:  Hartville Uplift Chert


Location:  South Platte River


Note:  Beautiful piece with one chip near base.

Found by:  Steve Campbell

Photo:  (See scale)

LAS News and Upcoming Events:
May 22nd, 2010
The Folsom Museum in Folsom, New Mexico, is sponsoring an educational site visit

of the Folsom Site on May 22nd.  If you are interested contact Marijo Balmer via 
e-mail at folsomfalls@bacavalley.com, or by phone at (575) 278-2520.  The phone 

number for the Folsom Museum is (575) 278-2122.
May 29-31, 2010
Loveland Archaeological Society Memorial Day Weekend field trip to the Harris




Ranch at Bosler, Wyoming.
June 1st, 2010
June Meeting.  We’ll have a surprise guest speaker who made a recent find which



will have a significant impact on the archaeology of Northern Colorado.  This find




is extremely rare, so you won’t want to miss the June meeting!

2009 Loveland
Order your copy of the 2009 Loveland Stone Age Fair commemorative book!  You 
Stone Age Fair
can purchase a copy at the next meeting or order by mail.  Book price is $16.95.  To 
Commemorative
order by mail send a check for $17.95 (covers shipping and handling) to Sharon 
Books for Sale

Lundt at 905 Willowrock Dr., Loveland, CO 80537.
LOVELAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.

CODE OF ETHICS

We would like to remind all members of a few points to remember in an effort to be courteous and responsible hunters.  By adhering to this code of ethics we will not endanger our own chances, or those of the club as a whole, in being granted permission to hunt for surface finds on private property.

(a) Do not litter – All trash should be carefully taken with us.  This includes pop cans, candy and gum wrappers, kleenex, sandwich bags, cigarette butts, etc.  (Carelessly discarded cigarettes can and have caused expensive and dangerous fires on ranch land that does not appear as dry as it really is.)  Do not leave food scraps – egg shells, orange peels, etc.  Take everything you bring with you when you leave.

(b) Respect fences, gates, cattle, landscape, vegetation, and every part of the ranch where you are hunting.  (How would you want the rancher to treat your own yard?)  Do not disturb the cattle, or damage fences or vegetation.  Leave gates as you find them.  Surface hunt only.  NO digging or screening.

(c) Use only your vehicle in which you reached the ranch and your own feet for transportation on the land.  Do not bring bicycles, motor bikes, motorcycles, or all terrain vehicles for easier mobility or family member recreation.  All of these items can irreparably damage the range land.  Drive your cars, pickups, etc. only where the rancher has indicated it is acceptable.  Stay on definitely visible roads for both driving and parking.  Do not drive across the range land.  Camp only where the rancher has indicated camping areas.  The land owner should be asked about building campfires, and if these fires are permitted, follow all accepted safety measures, seeing that the fires are well attended and completely extinguished and buried.

(d) Do not let your dog run wild over the land.  No matter how well behaved your dog may be at home, a dog not trained in handling livestock can, even inadvertently, cause a disturbance for the cattle, horses, nesting birds or other wildlife.  And show consideration for the other club members where your dog is concerned.

(e) If, as an individual, you obtain permission to hunt on a particular site, and you take friends, club members or non-members, with you it is your responsibility to make sure your guests understand and abide by the “rules.”

(f) Let the land owner know when you expect to arrive, how long you will stay, and when you expect to leave.  To the extent possible, check with the land owner as to the boundaries of the ranch and also as to any BLM or Forest Service land on the ranch.  If possible, when you leave, express your appreciation for being allowed to hunt on this site.  Or in the alternative, when returning home, send a thank you note.

Our club is justly proud of our reputation for consideration for the ranchers who permit us to hunt on their land, and for the responsibility we have always shown as good hunters and good citizens.  Maintaining this reputation is the only way we can expect to be allowed to return to any given area for future hunting or to gain approval for hunting in new areas.  Word gets around.  Let’s all do our individual part in upholding this code of ethics in hunting so that we do not endanger our chances of hunting on any private property, either our own individual chances or those of the entire club.
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- Sponsor of the Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair -

www.stoneagefair.com
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