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LAS March 2010 Headlines:

YOU DON'T SAY:  The way we were in, say, 9,000 B.C.
By Steve Crump, Twin Falls Times-News, Twin Falls, Idaho, February 16, 2010

     Much of what we know about the folks who used to live in this neighborhood is because Camas County farmer Bill Simon had such sharp eyes.

     In fall 1961, Simon was scraping a roadway on his property near Fairfield, using a bulldozer and a carryall. He glanced at an 18-inch-deep trench he’d just dug and noticed several stone spear points at the bottom. Simon summoned some neighbors to help him look around, and they found more.

     The farmer had the wit to call the archaeology department at Idaho State College in Pocatello, and when researcher Robert Butler set eyes on the spear points he was astounded.

     They were Clovis points, named after the town in New Mexico where similar artifacts were first found, and they were at least 11,000 years old.

     At the time, that was far older than the period most archaeologists believed humankind first roamed the steppes of south-central Idaho. But research going on at about the same time 60 miles to the southeast would change that opinion.

     In 1959 and 1960, Ruth Gruhn — a Radcliff College-trained archaeologist — surveyed Wilson Butte Cave south of Dietrich, did radiocarbon dating of the artifacts she found there, and estimated there was evidence of human habitation 14,500 years ago.

     Gruhn’s hypothesis about the age of the Wilson Butte artifacts was and still is controversial, but together she and Simon changed the conversation about who we are and where we came from.

     Oregon-based journalist Randy Stapilus, a longtime Idaho newspaperman, describes our Idaho predecessors in his 2002 book, “It Happened in Idaho.”

     The hunters mainly kept to the valleys which range from 4,900 feet to 5,400 feet elevation, for the game – deer, bears and bison. And also for the obsidian, the naturally occurring volcanic glass perfect for use as spear points.

     “In the firelight, the hunters prepared their weapons, pounding flakes from the core of stones they found and placing them under the campfire, heat-treating them,” Stapilus said. “It took about eight hours to get the stones just right for reshaping. The hunters used small rocks or sometimes part of an antler to hammer the stone into a sharp, V-shaped point.”

     Sometimes these spear points were traded with other bands of hunters. Some may have been cached —left behind for later use — like the ones Simon discovered many millennia later.

     How many millennia remains an open question. Since 1975, when unexpectedly old human artifacts were discovered at a site in Chile, the archaeology community has been divided by disagreement about when the first migrants arrived in North America from Asia. Some scientists now believe it may have been more than 30,000 years ago.

40,000-Year-Old Tools Found at Construction Site

By David Knowles, AOL News, March 14, 2010

     It's being dubbed "Tasmania's Valley of the Kings." At the site for a proposed freeway overpass, archaeologists have uncovered what they say are the earliest southernmost artifacts of human life.
     Still in the initial stages of excavation, a team of archaeologists unearthed thousands of artifacts near the town of Brighton on Australia's island of Tasmania, including stone tools that belonged to ancient Aboriginal tribes.
     The researchers, using a process called optically stimulated luminescence, were stunned by preliminary estimates that the oldest artifacts may date back 40,000 years, more than twice as old as expected.
     The chief archaeologist at the dig, Robert Paton, told The Mercury newspaper that the age of the artifacts makes them "the oldest most southern site on the planet, giving us a glimpse into an unknown part of world history and the spread of Homo sapiens across the Earth."
     The discovery of what researchers are calling a "tribal meeting ground" has put a halt to the construction of a multimillion-dollar roadway that was to span the Derwent River in Tasmania's Jordan River Basin. Revised plans for the road include an elevated span so that the road will run directly over the archaeological site.
     In recent months, dozens of people have been arrested for protesting the construction in order to protect the expanding dig.
     "A bridge over the top of this important site is only going to disturb it," Aboriginal heritage officer Aaron Everett told The Mercury. "It takes away from the outlook of the whole site and as far as we are concerned the only option is to divert the road."
     "The bottom line is that nothing must go within a bull's roar of the site," the Tasmanian Aboriginal Center's Michael Mansell told the Australian Broadcasting Corp.
     "In terms of culture and history, this region now represents Tasmania's Valley of the Kings," Mansell said, referring to the Egyptian World Heritage Site that dates to the 16th century B.C., or roughly 36,000 years younger than the artifacts found near Brighton.
     Modern human beings are believed to have descended from a common ancestor that left the continent of Africa roughly 50,000 to 100,000 years ago.
     "It's important to keep in mind that the findings in Tasmania are preliminary," Steven Kuhn, an anthropology professor at the University of Arizona, told AOL News. "If they do turn out to be 40,000 years old, that's very old for Tasmania."
     Human artifacts dating 40,000 to 50,000 years have been found in Australia, north of Tasmania. By comparison, modern humans are believed to have reached North America 14,000 to 15,000 years ago. 
Vandals deface ancient N. Idaho pictographs

Associated Press, February 25, 2010
LEWISTON — Federal officials say they are sending a team of investigators to look into vandalism of some ancient tribal pictographs near Lewiston’s Hells Gate State Park.

     “We view these violations as a serious matter and we intend to refer them to local law enforcement so they can determine who is responsible, and ultimately, bring these perpetrators to justice,” Joseph Saxon, a spokesman for the U.S. Army Corps, told the Lewiston Tribune. “In the meantime, we’ll need to determine how to undo the damage that was done.”

     Some of the animal figures and geometric pictographs on a basalt wall were recently covered with spray-painted graffiti. Archaeologists believe the red pigment pictographs are at least 2,500 years old.

     Damaging the pictographs violates the federal Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979.

     The vandalism was discovered Wednesday at the Red Elk Shelter managed by the corps and likely occurred in the last two weeks. The spray-painted graffiti includes references to marijuana, with the words “Vote to Toke,” and a pot leaf with “Ganga” written below. There are also peace signs, the initials T.C., and the names Freddy B and “Kotton Mouth Kings,” a marijuana-themed rap band.

     Carolynne Merrell, a Moscow-based consultant specializing in ancient rock art, said the damage at the site is extensive. The graffiti defaces the most prominent pictograph at the site, one depicting a red elk.

     She said the shelter was used by the Nez Perce Tribe and could have been visited by other tribes from the Snake and Columbia river basins. Restoration of the images will be a challenge, she said.

     “If we’re lucky, we can remove the spray paint. But it’s going to be costly,” said Merrell, who has done rock art recording work for the National Park Service and National Forest Service. “There are very few people qualified to do the restoration.”

     The Nez Perce Tribe has not yet issued a statement on the damage.

A lot to learn from Ice Age, Emerson speakers say
By Janet Begley, Fort Pierce Tribune - Fort Pierce, FL, March 4, 2010

     When most people hear the words ice age, they’re not thinking about Florida.

     But according to anthropologist Dr. Barbara Purdy, that’s exactly what they should be thinking when they consider life on the Treasure Coast thousands of years ago.

     Purdy, along with colleagues Dr. Richard Hulbert, Dr. Kevin Jones and Dr. Thomas Stafford, were at the Emerson Center Thursday evening, throwing their support behind the excavation of what’s become known as the Vero Man site, one of the oldest fossil sites in North America. The lecture was part of the center’s humanities speaker series and was sponsored by the Florida Humanities Council.

     Susan Grandpiere, a member of the Old Vero Ice Age Sites Committee, welcomed the overflowing crowd to the lecture, reminding residents of the need to protect the site from potential development.

     “People need to ask city government to make it a priority,” said Grandpiere. “These sites should be excavated before they are lost to progress.”

     Purdy began her lecture by explaining how ancient man traveled to sites throughout North America, eventually ending up in Florida.

     “When people got to Florida, it was very different than today,” said Purdy. “There was twice the land mass, the rivers did not flow and the lake basin was empty.”

     In 1913, the building of a drainage canal unearthed the first of many fossils to be discovered in the Vero Beach area.

     “From the first publication in 1916 to March 4, 2010, every textbook in American archaeology still mentions the Old Vero site,” Purdy said.

     She prefers to call it the Old Vero site because of uncertainty about the gender of human remains found there during a 1913-1916 dig, which also unearthed artifacts and remains of large extinct ice age animals, including mammoth, mastodon and bison.

     Dr. Richard Hulbert, a paleontologist from the Museum of Natural History in Gainesville, said that the development of new technology warrants exploration at the Old Vero Ice Age site.

     “We have many new technological ways of dating sites, but what we need are samples that are collected in place,” Hulbert said. “We also want to have a detailed understanding of how different species responded to climate change, and Vero would fit in with research we’re already conducting at the University of Florida.”

     Also on the panel were Dr. Kevin Jones, chairman of the Department of Materials Science and Engineering at the University of Florida, who explained the process of determining a fossil’s authenticity and Dr. Thomas Stafford, a research geochemist from Lafayette, Colo., who discussed the importance of finding human and animal fossils together in one excavation site.

     “There is enormous information at the Vero site but we must realize how fragile it is and how quickly it can be lost,” Stafford said.

     Alan Nastari of Palm City attended the lecture with friends who share his interest in fossils, and thought the program was worthwhile.

     “I’m really glad they’re doing this,” said Nastari. “I’m trying to learn about Florida’s past and how it was formed, and this will help me the next time I’m looking for fossils.”

LAS Find of the Month, March 2010:
Members can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1.  Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2.  The artifact must be a personal find.
3.  It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4.  The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.

The Find of the Month for March 2010 was made by Shane Skutvik
Type:  Avonlea
Material:  Elizabethan Petrified Wood
Location:  Arapahoe County
Photo:  (Scale in centimeters)
(Rumor has it Shane will be bringing a possible find of 
the month for April—a complete Hell Gap found on the 
S. Platte River on March 13, 2010.)
LAS News and Upcoming Events:
March 27th, 2010
2010 Spring Into Archaeology Fair, Poudre Valley REA Building.  If you plan to exhibit




please call Andy Coca at (303) 286-7711 for table space.  For additional information

visit the website at http://stoneagefair.com.  See you there!

April 6th, 2010

April meeting.  Guest speaker:  Cyndi Mosch.  Cyndi will give us a presentation on 




the Hourglass Cave and the discovery of 8000 year old skeletal remains in the 




southern Rocky Mountains.  (Postponed from March meeting.)

Don’t Forget!

Order your copy of the 2009 Loveland Stone Age Fair commemorative book!  You 



can purchase a copy at the next meeting or at the 2010 Spring Into Archaeology Fair 



on March 27th.  Book price is $16.95.  To order by mail send a check for $17.95 




(covers shipping and handling) to Sharon Lundt at 905 Willowrock Dr., Loveland, CO 




80537.
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- Sponsor of the Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair -

www.stoneagefair.com
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