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LAS February 2010 Headlines:

Scholar of Antiquity Looks to the Future and Sees Signs of Major Changes in Human Life
January 26, 2010, University of Colorado at Boulder

(Note:  This event was on January 30th, but the content is of interest to everyone interested in archaeology.)
     In 4 million years, human life has undergone several major periods of transition -- each marked by physical remnants of change -- and today's physical evidence suggests that humans may be entering a new epoch marked by a "single, global political entity," according to a prominent archaeologist who will speak on the University of Colorado campus Saturday.

     Robert Kelly, professor of anthropology at the University of Wyoming, will deliver the 16th annual Distinguished Archaeology Lecture at 7 p.m. in room 270 of the Hale Science Building, just southeast of the intersection of Broadway and University Avenue in Boulder.

     Parking is available on University Avenue or in the Euclid Avenue AutoPark east of the University Memorial Center at Broadway and Euclid. The event, which is free and open to the public, is sponsored by the CU department of anthropology and the Archaeological Institute of America.

     The most recent data suggest that a major transition in human life is happening now, that its magnitude may equal that of the "cultural explosion" of the Upper Paleolithic period 30,000 years ago, and that it involves a new form of human organization, Kelly said.

     Archaeologists view history through material remains of human life, and these remnants indicate changes in the organization of human society, Kelly noted.

     In the last 4 million years, human society has undergone at least three major changes, Kelly said. The first, the origin of technology, began about 2.6 million years ago with the advent of stone tools. The origins of culture appeared about 50,000 years ago, and the origins of agriculture appeared about 10,000 years ago, leading to various "state" forms of government, Kelly said.

     At each transition, the material record of human history changed dramatically, Kelly noted.

     "Applying that same archaeological standard to the time since 10,000 years ago, I see another major transition beginning about A.D. 1500," Kelly said, adding that others have identified the transitional period as one of "globalization."

     Material evidence of this new epoch includes that from a rapidly increasing population. Trash is one human remnant, he noted, adding that the largest human-made structure in the world (by volume) is the Fresh Kills Landfill on Staten Island, New York.

     Other material evidence of major human change includes the thousands of sunken ships on the ocean floor, which signal intercontinental trade. Also, people have left physical evidence of the occupation of, or visits to, habitats previously untouched by humans: Antarctica, the moon and Mars.

     Population growth drives these changes, Kelly observed. It took 4 million years for human population to reach 1 billion, in the early 19th century. But it took only another 200 years for humans' ranks to grow to 6 billion. By the middle of this century, world population is expected to reach 9 billion.

     The size of human empires has grown alongside human population, he said, adding: "Extending the discovered relationship into the future, we find that a single, global political entity is predicted to appear … well, today."

     While noting some evidence of such a global entity, Kelly acknowledged that as an archaeologist, "I am certainly not qualified to go much further and make any serious predictions."

     Leaving the prognostication to political scientists, Kelly said: "My point is that archaeologists are in a unique position to understand such long-term trends in human society both because of our perspective and because we spend so much time trying to imagine what ancient societies were. It occurs to me that imagining what the past was like is practice for imagining what the future could be."

     For more information on this event or other events, e-mail douglas.bamforth@colorado.edu or visit www.colorado.edu/Anthropology/news/lecturers.html.

(Note:  This is a follow on story from last month’s newsletter.)

Consensus reached on drilling, protecting Nine Mile Canyon's ancient rock art

By Amy Joi O'Donoghue, Deseret News, Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2010
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SALT LAKE CITY — With much fanfare, back-slapping and congratulatory smiles, an agreement loftily described by many as historic, precedent-setting and landmark was signed by a multitude of people with vested interests in Nine Mile Canyon.

     With its 50 miles of prehistoric rock art and its proximity to natural gas fields, the canyon has for years been at the center of a tug-of-war between cultural resource preservationists and those who seek to tap the adjacent land rich with energy resources.

     The West Tavaputs Plateau agreement brought together those competing interests after more than a year of often contentious disagreements that were vanquished — at least for a time — in Tuesday's signing ceremony at the state Capitol.

     "It's a diverse group who was able to reach a consensus in a relatively short period of time," said the Bureau of Land Management's Mike Stiewig, who oversees the agency's office in Vernal. Gesturing toward the room full of people that included energy company executives, archaeologists and representatives from the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, Stiewig said the diversity of attendees — and agreement supporters — underscored a milestone achievement in collaboration.

     "Not one of those people walked, even though it was quite contentious early on," he said. "Everyone in those groups stood up today and signed."

     While programmatic agreements are not new, the protection plan for Nine Mile Canyon is unique because of that depth of participation, explained Lori Hunsaker, deputy state historic preservation officer.

     "This is a beautiful example of how it should be done," she said. "The law is for the public because these resources belong to the public."

     The plan puts in motion protections for the canyon as Bill Barrett Corp. drills for natural gas. Although no drilling will occur in the canyon, dust and vibrations from heavy equipment operating on the plateau and traversing the canyon are feared to damage the collection of irreplaceable rock art and carvings, which number more than 10,000 and serve as a draw for rock art enthusiasts and archaeologists.

     Under the agreement, Barrett must embrace an aggressive dust-suppression plan and require its 35 employees in that area, as well as subcontractors, to be schooled in mitigating any impacts to cultural resources as a result of their activities. Additionally, the corporation will fund a cultural resource inventory of the area and participate in the creation of a visitor interpretation site featuring walking paths and informational kiosks.

     "It's a matter of the setting we are in," said Duane Zavadil, the Barrett senior vice president of government and regulatory affairs. "We are blessed — or challenged — with a high density of archaeological and cultural resources in that area. … (Barrett) was going to protect those resources anyway, but (the) agreement assures some predictability and dependability — it is a goal post, in a sense, to mark progress."

     Representatives of nine organizations also put a pen to the agreement as "concurrent" signatories, which ensures them a place at the table, even though the ink may have flowed a bit reluctantly.

     For some, the agreement is a bittersweet compromise that nevertheless gives them voice and a chance to weigh in on concerns as they may arise.

     "It's great to be at the table after years of asking," said Pam Miller, chairwoman of the Nine Mile Canyon Coalition. "This is a first step. I don't see this as the end, but a chance to make sure the details of the agreement are being carried out."

     Stiewig said the BLM has not been as "inclusive" as it should have been on issues related to the canyon prior to forging the agreement.

     "I can't answer for what happened then," but twice groups had asked for consulting status and twice they'd been turned away, he said.

     The agreement, added Jerry Spangler, executive director of the Colorado Plateau Archaeological Alliance, is an example of what can happen in a public, participatory process that brings interested parties together.

     "It's creative minds working together coming up with a decision, not decisions being made by one or two people sitting in the back room with the door closed."

LAS Find of the Month, February 2010:
Members in good standing can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

The artifact must be a personal find. 

It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.

The Find of the Month for February 2010 was made by Steve Campbell
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Type:  Broken Biface Blade
Material:  Alibates Dolomite
Location:  Larimer County
Photo:

LAS News and Upcoming Events:
March 2nd, 2010
March meeting.  Guest speaker:  Cyndi Mosch.  Cyndi will give us a presentation on 




the Hourglass Cave and the discovery of 8000 year old skeletal remains in the 




southern Rocky Mountains.

March 27th, 2010
2010 Spring Into Archaeology Fair, Poudre Valley REA Building.  If you plan to exhibit




please call Andy Coca at (303) 286-7711 for table space.  For additional information

visit the website at http://stoneagefair.com.  See you there!

Don’t Forget!

Order your copy of the 2009 Loveland Stone Age Fair commemorative book!  You 



can purchase a copy at the next meeting or at the 2010 Spring Into Archaeology Fair 



on March 27th.  Book price is $16.95.  To order by mail send a check for $17.95 




(covers shipping and handling) to Sharon Lundt at 905 Willowrock Dr., Loveland, CO 




80537.
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- Sponsor of the Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair -

www.stoneagefair.com
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