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LAS January 2010 Headlines:

Agreement helps preserve Utah rock art

by Paul Foy, Associated Press Writer, Thursday, December 24, 2009
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SALT LAKE CITY - An unusual agreement to protect a Utah canyon decorated by ancient Native American art is expected to allow energy development to move forward.

     The pact is scheduled to be signed Jan. 5 by federal and state agencies, conservation and archaeology groups, tribal leaders and a Denver-based natural-gas producer.
     It calls for road work to cut down on abrasive dust that can erode the rock-art panels of Nine Mile Canyon.

     The canyon - actually 78 miles long - has been called the world's longest art gallery, with thousands of prehistoric drawings.

     Bill Barrett Corp. is awaiting federal environmental approval to add 800 gas wells on high plateaus that are accessible only from Nine Mile Canyon.

     The company said it was happy to end years of dispute with an agreement that brought an unprecedented level of scrutiny to its project.

     “We were able to come to some agreement on practices necessary to protect the archaeological resources in the canyon. It's a step to developing the gas reserves, and we look forward to working on solutions to protect wildlife and the area's wilderness character," Duane Zavadil, the company's vice president for government affairs, said Wednesday.

     The agreement brings two practical changes to Nine Mile Canyon, which will see ramped up truck traffic as the gas wells are developed.

     Bill Barrett is likely to apply processed oil sands to harden the road and more permanently cut down on dust.

     That step could prove more economical and effective than the alternative, repeated applications of a pine-based tar, Zavadil said.

     The pact also compels the Bureau of Land Management to monitor and protect the entire canyon, from rim to rim, which spans miles.

     Legally, the Bureau of Land Management was required to protect lands only within a 200-foot road corridor, and it resisted taking on a wider responsibility for energy development, according to preservation groups.

     The BLM's Utah director, Selma Sierra, praised the agreement in a news release late Tuesday as a product of unusual collaboration that “helps us effectively meet the challenge of managing public lands for multiple uses."

     The other principals to the pact are the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Utah State Historic Preservation Office, the Utah State Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office and Carbon and Duchesne counties. Also weighing in were the Nine Mile Canyon Coalition, the Utah Rock Art Research Association, the Utah Professional Archaeological Council and the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance.

Oregon Caves Yield Rare Pre-Clovis Artifact 14,230 Years Old

November 6, 2009
     A series of caves and rock shelters located in the Summer Lake Basin north of Paisley in south-central Oregon, may hold evidence of the earliest Native Americans living in North America that has ever been discovered. An unassuming scraper-like tool fashioned from bone, found in one of the Paisley Caves, has been definitively carbon-dated as 14,230 years old, which is the oldest and only pre-Clovis artifact ever found in the Americas.

     This exciting discovery lays waste to a still predominant theory that the earliest human inhabitants of North America, referred to as the Clovis culture, arrived here 12,900 to 12,400 years ago, while crossing the Bering Strait.

     Scientists believe that pre-Clovis peoples migrated here south along the North American coastlines. The Paisley Caves are located upriver from the Pacific Ocean, placing them along the possible migration route of pre-Clovis Native Americans.

     The recent excavation of the Paisley Caves was conducted by the Northern Great Basin Field School, with the University of Oregon, lead by archaeologist Dennis L. Jenkins. The head archaeologist presented his team’s exciting finding last month in a lecture at the University of Oregon. He explained that the simple bone tool was subjected to studies of sediment and radiocarbon dating, which suggested it belonged to a pre Clovis culture.
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     Jon Erlandson, an archaeologist at the University of Oregon said, “They can’t yet rule out the Paisley Cave people weren’t Clovis.” But none of the Clovis people’s distinct fluted spear and arrow points were found in the cave.

     The only other American archaeological site older than Clovis, is at Monte Verde in Chile, which is about 13,900 years old.

     Jenkins’ new finding lends further support to the theory that a pre-Clovis culture once inhabited the Paisley Caves. Last year, his team found coprolites, which are fossilized human excrement, that were dated to 14,000 to 14,270 years old. A DNA analysis showed that the coprolites were indeed human.

     But experts questioned the age of the coprolites, suggesting that they were younger than the sediments they were found in. Other archaeologists questioned the pre-Clovis age of the coprolites, because no artifacts were found to corroborate their age.

     Now, with the definitive find of a bone artifact, dating to 14,230 years old, archaeologists are starting to take notice of the importance of the Paisley Caves, as holding the key to the earliest human inhabitants of North America.

     “The dating of the bone tool, and the finding that the sediments encasing it range from 11,930 to 14,480 years old might put these questions to rest. You couldn’t ask for better dated stratigraphy,” said Jenkins.

Human Tool Use Subject of UW Professor's Book

Dec. 11, 2009 -- Modern humans and their hominid ancestors relied on chipped-stone technology for more than two million years and colonized more than 99 percent of the Earth's habitable land. Yet there currently exist only a handful of informal models to explain variability in archaeological lithic (stone) assemblages.

     Because the fundamental processes of making, using and discarding stone tools are at root exercises in problem solving, Todd Surovell, assistant professor in the University of Wyoming Department of Anthropology, asks what conditions favor certain technological solutions.

[image: image5.jpg]Stone Age
751 Fair

Anniversa y
19%4 - 2009

Special
Commemorative

5 Edition

The Loveland Archaeological Society

Includes
Colorado High Plains
Point Typology




     He addresses those questions theoretically in formal mathematical modeling in his recently published book, "Toward a Behavioral Ecology of Lithic Technology: Cases from Paleoindian Archaeology," published by University of Arizona Press.

     Surovell constructs a series of models designed to link environmental variability to human decision making as it pertains to lithic technology. To test the models, Surovell uses data from the analysis of more than 40,000 artifacts from five Rocky Mountain and Northern Plains Folsom and Goshen complex archaeological sites. The primary result is the production of powerful new analytical tools useful in interpreting archaeological assemblages.

     In his 280-page book, Surovell promotes modeling and explores the general issues governing technological decisions. His models can be applied to any context in which stone tools are made and used.

     Surovell's research interests are in behavioral ecology, hunter-gatherer studies, mathematical modeling, lithic technology and Paleoindian archaeology.

     For more information, contact Surovell at (307) 766-3239 or e-mail surovell@uwyo.edu.

Photo:  The cover of Todd Surovell's new book
2009 Loveland Stone Age Fair Commemorative Book now available
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The wait is over!  The 2009 Loveland Stone Age Fair commemorative book is hot off the presses.  Those who ordered the book at the Stone Age Fair will receive their copy by mail in the next couple of weeks.  Book Cost is $16.95.  Those who did not pre-order can order a copy by calling Andy Coca at (303) 286-7711 or Sharon Lundt at (970) 669-2375; order by mail by sending a check for $17.95 (covers shipping and handling) to Sharon Lundt at 905 Willowrock Dr., Loveland, CO 80537; or you can pick up a copy at the next meeting in February.  We will also have copies available for purchase at the registration desk at the 2010 Spring into Archaeology Fair on March 27th at the Poudre Valley REA building.  Proceeds from book sales will help fund the LAS/Harry Walts and the Dorothy Mountain memorial graduate scholarships.  The book commemorates the 75th anniversary of the original 1934 Cornish Stone Age Fair, and contains photos of exhibitors and collections from the 2009 Loveland Stone Age Fair, as well as the history of the Stone Age Fair, history of the Loveland Archaeological Society, Inc., Colorado point typology, and information on state and federal antiquities laws.  Buy your copy soon!
LAS Find of the Month, January 2010:
Members in good standing can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

The artifact must be a personal find. 

It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.

The Find of the Month for January 2010 was made by Garry Weinmeister
Type:  Bone Awl
Material:  Bone
Location:  Dolores County, Colorado

     (Private Land)
Photo:  (scale in centimeters)
LAS News and Upcoming Events:
February 2nd, 2010
February meeting.  Guest speaker:  Bob Patten.  Bob will talk about High Plains lithics

and give a world class knapping demonstration!
March 2nd, 2010
March meeting.  Guest speaker:  Cyndi Mosch of Rocky Mountain Cave Resources.  




Cyndi will give us a presentation on the discovery of 8000 year old human remains in 




Hourglass Cave in the southern Rocky Mountains.

March 27th, 2010
2010 Spring Into Archaeology Fair, Poudre Valley REA Building.  If you plan to exhibit



please call Andy Coca at (303) 286-7711 for table space.  For additional information

visit the website at http://stoneagefair.com.
Website Update
The Loveland Archaeological Society website has been updated with photos from the 



2009 Stone Age Fair.  Visit the website and select the “2009 new!” Stone Age Fair 



Photo link to view the photos:
 http://stoneagefair.com.
Don’t Forget!

Order your copy of the 2009 Loveland Stone Age Fair commemorative book!




See the article on page 3 for information on how to order or purchase your copy.
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- Sponsor of the Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair -

www.stoneagefair.com
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