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LAS August 2009 Headlines:
UNC Prof Leads Project to Discover How Ute Survived

By Chris Casey, Greeley Tribune, Monday, August 3, 2009
     Under the Walden valley floor and upon ridges, they're finding tools, campsites and pottery with residue of rabbit and fish. 
     They're connecting the dots, tracing the seasonal patterns by which the Ute Indians moved through the region and socialized with transient tribes. 
     Leading the North Park Cultural Landscapes Project is Bob Brunswig, a University of Northern Colorado professor of anthropology and director of the School of Social Sciences. He's conducted periodic digs in the Walden area since 2003, collecting more than 1,200 artifacts — butchering tools, animal bones, pottery, grinding stones, spear and arrow points, etc. — and reconstructing the ways American Indians lived in synch with the mountains and wildlife.
     “What we're trying to do, in lots of ways, is connect the seasonal ways these people lived and used natural resources,” Brunswig said. “We're putting all the pieces of the puzzle together.”
     On a four-week dig this summer, Brunswig was assisted by five paid students and some volunteers, as well as a field school staffed by 11 more students. 
     Radiocarbon dating thus far on charcoal excavated from the occupation sites shows it's the earliest pre-historic Ute site in the Rocky Mountain Region. The oldest pottery defined so far puts the Utes in the Walden valley as far back as 600 to 700 years, Brunswig said.
     The spectrum of American Indian life in North Park extends back 9,500 years — evidenced by arrow and spear points — but the tribes can't be defined. 
     “The pre-Ute occupations were left by people whose modern descendants are unknown today since there are no historic records or continuation of tool types that could connect them to historic and modern tribes,” Brunswig said.
     The roughly 35 Utes roaming the region seven centuries ago were hunter-gatherers, following wild game's movements through the valley, the research shows. The Utes, probably five to six families, rode out the harsh winter months somewhere in North Park, but that's a missing piece of the puzzle.
     “We haven't quite found where they hunkered down during wintertime,” Brunswig said.
     This summer, his team found evidence of where the Utes killed buffalo and worked their hides. In that area, the tribe prepared food and clothing for winter.
     “We're trying to get a lot more detailed evidence about how they survived in that environment,” Brunswig said of the Utes. “It's a very challenging environment, even today, if you live up there.”
     Because each winter posed a very real chance of starvation and death, he said, “There is an awful lot of very specialized knowledge that they had to have, and transmit that from one generation to the next.”
     The sedimentary soils in North Park's basins are an alkali composition, rather than acidic, so artifacts are well-preserved and haven't shifted much over the centuries. That allows researchers to reconstruct the activities occurring on each site.
     “It's like going into someone's living room where it's been sealed off for several thousand years,” Brunswig said. “It's like a frozen living context. You can reconstruct how they did things, from the kill to various levels of meat processing.”
     The research suggests that the Utes traded with other Indians moving through the area. Researchers this summer found evidence of maize — not a crop cultivated by the Utes — as well as obsidian, a volcanic glass that comes from other parts of the Rocky Mountain region.
     “I think they were probably trading for it, so that gives us contact with other groups that were quite some distance away,” Brunswig said.
     The team this summer also found two more pottery pieces (a handled item was found during a previous year) — not characteristic of Ute pottery. It's possible the handle evolved into use among the Utes, Brunswig said, or it may have been introduced by another group of Indians who integrated, likely through marriage, into the Utes. 
     “Those long-term cross-cultural contacts are important for the (genetic) survivability of any culture,” Brunswig said.
     No group is an island, in other words.
     In the case of North Park, however, Brunswig and his team have found a site where they can accurately trace how earlier communities made their lives amid the roving animals, the undulating topography and an unpredictable climate.
     Brunswig said the research will help anthropologists conduct future studies and peer into even earlier time periods of the region. He expects the current project to continue for a few more years in the North Park location.
     “Sites like this are rare in the mountains,” he said. 

Research hints that ancient dwellers in Colorado "ordered in"
Trophy house, food included
By Nancy Lofholm, The Denver Post, 29 July 2009
PAGOSA SPRINGS — When the elite ancient residents of Chimney Rock craved a haunch of venison or an elk loin, it appears they did what the privileged class of today does: They counted on caterers. 

     New research by a University of Colorado archaeological team at the Chimney Rock Archaeological Area near Pagosa Springs suggests that the rabbit- and turkey-eating commoners living below the dramatic sandstone mesa brought the best provisions to those who dwelled on the top. 

     "Obviously the term 'cater' is somewhat tongue-in-cheek," said CU professor Steve Lekson, who directed the latest excavation. "But it (Chimney Rock) is the trophy house on the hill." 

     The university team spent five weeks this summer digging at the Chimney Rock Great House, which was inhabited between A.D. 1075 and 1130. The team had access to two rooms for the first research dig allowed by the U.S. Forest Service at Chimney Rock since the 1970s. It is in those rooms that they found the remnants of meals to support their theory. 

     Under the rock floors, where the builders would have discarded their trash as they were constructing the rooms, archaeologists found the bones of small animals. Above the floor, they found the bones of larger mammals — either the elk or deer that are plentiful in that area. They found no tools to indicate the food was prepared in those rooms. 

     More scientific analysis needs to be done to prove this part of his theory about the elite class at Chimney Rock, but so far there is much to support the idea that it was a community of haves and have nots, Lekson said. 

     Lekson thinks Chimney Rock was one of the most remote outliers of the "capital city" of the Chacoan culture that flourished in the southwest between A.D. 850 and 1250. That center of Chacoan life is 90 miles southwest of Chimney Rock in northwest New Mexico's Chaco Canyon. 

     Lekson theorizes some of the politically or religiously powerful inhabitants of Chaco Canyon were sent to Chimney Rock for reasons having to do with that society's attempt to control the cosmos. 

     Chimney Rock was sort of a lunar observatory where every 18 years the moon would rise between the two rock spires that prompted its name. The great kiva — a ceremonial room — was directly sited on this view. 

     That kiva and the other dwellings on the top were built in a grander style than the hundreds of ancient rock dwellings down in the valley, where the commoners lived. 

     The commoners also lived closer to the source of water and would have had to haul it 1,000 feet up the mesa to slake the thirst of the elite. 

     So were these ancient working class folks slaves or serfs like the indentured classes in other societies? 

     "Maybe it was an offering of tribute. I think of it more like provisioning," said Brenda Todd, a CU doctoral student who is writing her thesis about the Chacoan people. Todd supervised the Chimney Rock excavations. 

     Lekson said he also doesn't believe Chimney Rock had a slave class like those in the Mayan and Aztec cultures, but in his opinion, "there were people calling the shots." 

     His theory of class in the ancient Chacoan culture has been controversial in the past, but is becoming more accepted as more evidence is analyzed. The view of an ancient egalitarian society arose from the classless way the descendants of the Chacoans live in modern pueblos. 

     "Ten years ago it was a big fuss and fight," Lekson said. "But more people are coming around to this realization." 

     The materials found in the Chimney Rock excavation may answer some other questions. Corn found at the site will be analyzed for levels of the chemical strontium. Those levels may give researchers an answer to where the corn was grown, because different areas' soils contain differing levels of the chemical. 

     Bones at the site will be sent to Canadian researchers to determine whether they are deer or elk and, again using strontium measurements, where they came from. 

     Wood from timbers in Chimney Rock will be dated in a lab in Arizona and possibly linked to the timbers at Chaco Canyon. 

Pipeline work turns up possibly rare artifacts

By Joe Duggan / Lincoln Journal Star, Wednesday, Jul 08, 2009
     A recent archaeological discovery in northeast Nebraska may belong to a group of early humans whose presence is little known in the state.

     Artifacts from what could be a more than 1,000-year-old village were found this spring during pre-construction of the Keystone Pipeline project southwest of Hartington, said Terry Steinacher, an archaeologist with the Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office.

     Based on a preliminary review, the arrowheads, stone flakes and animal bones may have been left by people referred to as the Plains Woodland Tradition, Steinacher said Tuesday.  The people lived on parts of the Great Plains from about 1 A.D. to 900 A.D.

     For comparison, the Pawnees are believed to have moved into what would become Nebraska in the 1600s.  French and Spanish explorers made it to the region in the 1700s and Nebraska became a state in 1867.

     The Plains Woodland people were believed to be hunters and gatherers who moved often and lived in temporary hide or grass-covered structures.  They were the first in Nebraska to make pottery and use the bow and arrow, skills likely introduced by eastern woodland people who had migrated west, said Gayle Carlson, associate director of archaeology for the Nebraska State Historical Society.

     The record of their presence in Nebraska is somewhat thin, Steinacher said.

     Discovery of the small village near Hartington has not delayed the Keystone project, which will pipe oil from Canada to Illinois.

     Initially, crews building the pipeline tried to move the route to the east of the village.  When the line could be moved no further, the pipeline company hired an Illinois archaeology firm to excavate the site, said Jeff Rauh, a spokesman for the Keystone project.

     All federal laws protecting archaeological sites have been followed, Steinacher said.
     Scientists will know more about the discovery after a report is completed in coming months.  The analysis will include radio carbon dating to determine the age of the artifacts.

LAS Find of the Month, August 2009:
In September 2008 we implemented the new “Find of the Month” program for the Loveland Archaeological Society membership.  Anyone who is a member in good standing can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1. Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2. The artifact must be a personal find. 

3. It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.
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The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.

The winner for August 2009 was Shane Skutvik

Type:  Allen Point (paleo)

Material:  Unknown (Possibly Jasper)

Location:  S. Platte River near Ft. Morgan

Photo:  
LAS News and Upcoming Events:
September 1st

September meeting.  Speaker:  Pam Wheldon.

September 26th/27th
Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair.  A flyer and registration form were sent out with the 



July 2009 newsletter, but if you have any questions you may phone Garry 



Weinmeister at 970-686-2263 after 4:30 PM, MDT (garryweinmeister@yahoo.com),

or Janet Wagner at 970-278-4049.  As a reminder, there is no buying, selling, or 
trading of authentic artifacts, and no soliciting to buy, sell, or trade. For more 
information go to www.stoneagefair.com.  Come help us celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of the original Cornish Stone Age Fair held at the Cornish School in 
1934!

October 6th

October meeting.  Speaker:  Gary Myers.
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- Sponsor of the Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair -

www.stoneagefair.com
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