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LAS July 2009 Headlines:
Collectors share passion for archaeology
By Darla Slipke, Stillwater News Press, June 27, 2009
     Donny Replogle says a stone from the past opened the door to his future.
     He clutched his hands in the dirt as he fell to the ground while swinging from a tree in 1974. He was 7 years old. When he opened his hand, Replogle was holding an arrow head.
     “I was hooked,” he said. 
     Replogle grew up to become a welder. But he has dedicated countless hours of his spare time to searching for ancient artifacts. He displayed a collection of bones, skeletons and rocks Saturday in an archaeological show at the Payne County Expo Center. Like many of the approximately 50 collectors who showed, Replogle was eager to share his deep appreciation for history and archaeology.
     This is the first year the show has come to Stillwater, and organizer Lyle Nickel of Enid said he hopes it will become an annual event that continues to grow. He and his wife have hosted several shows in Enid. Their whole family attended on Saturday, including their son and daughter and Nickel’s brother, who he said used to ride horses out to search for artifacts with as a boy.
     Collectors think nothing of driving 10 or more hours to attend a show, Nickel said. Many hunt for artifacts as a hobby, but Replogle said it is consuming. 
     “If you’re not reading or researching something you found, you’re out looking,” he said. 
     Replogle said he once walked for a mile in an ice storm with three broken ribs to carry back a jaw bone he found. He had to walk heel to toe the entire way and even then he fell more than a dozen times during the two hours it took him to get back to where he had parked his truck. 
     Jim Cox, a dentist in Norman who showed his collection of artifacts from Spiro Site in eastern Oklahoma, also developed an appreciation for archaeology as a boy after he discovered a broken arrow point 42 years ago as a teenager.
     “Some things, they just stick,” Cox said.
     He has spent years tracking down artifacts that were found at the Spiro Site — Oklahoma’s most famous archaeological site — to try to bring the collection back to the state.
     Stillwater resident Doug Rutledge was especially interested in seeing Cox’s collection because he grew up in Spiro. Rutledge brought his three sons, ages 8, 9 and 10, who have their own mini collections at home, to the show Saturday.
     “I wanted my family, my boys, to experience some of this stuff,” Rutledge said. “We love it.”
     Nickel, who is president of the Archaeological Society of Oklahoma, said many people don’t realize what a rich history Oklahoma has in the ground. 
     “We’ll have people come in here who will bring in an artifact that to them is just an arrowhead,” Nickel said. “Someone here can tell them a little more. When they find that information out, it seems to become more personal. It’s not just a rock they found on the ground anymore.”

Check out the latest on www.PBS.org:  “Time Team America”

The 15 July episode highlighted the Topper Clovis site in North Carolina.  Log on and watch the episode on line as they try to uncover evidence of a pre-clovis culture:

http://www.pbs.org/opb/timeteam/

LAS Find of the Month, July 2009:
In September 2008 we implemented the new “Find of the Month” program for the Loveland Archaeological Society membership.  Anyone who is a member in good standing can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1. Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2. The artifact must be a personal find. 

3. It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4. The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.
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The winner for July 2009 was Pam Wheldon

Type:  Stone Pendant

Material:  River Cobble

Location:  Adams County

Photo:  
LAS News and Upcoming Events:
August
1st

We need a volunteer to prepare a display for the Loveland Library beginning August 1st.  




The display, which is a secure (locked) “glass top” case, will be featured at the library for 




the entire month of August.  The dimensions of the case are 24” x 48” x 8” deep.  Karen



Swanson put the display together last year, using sand to fill the case and then placed 



artifacts and tools around the case for a creative, interpretive display.  There is no set 



standard—you can use your own creativity, and can use casts or reproductions in place 



of real artifacts.  This is part of the Loveland Archaeological Society’s ongoing educational 



outreach program to the community.  If you have any questions you can call the Loveland 



Library Help Desk at 970-962-2402.  Please let Andy Coca or Karen Swanson know if you 



would like to volunteer.

August 4th

August meeting:  Annual picnic/potluck at Sharon Lundt’s home starting at 6:30 pm.  



Bring a dish or dessert to share.  The address is 905 Willowrock Drive, Loveland.  A map 



is attached.
September 1st

September meeting.  Speaker:  Pam Wheldon.

September 26th/27th
Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair.  See attached flyer and registration form for more info.

October 6th

October meeting.  Speaker:  Gary Myers.
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- Sponsor of the Annual Loveland Stone Age Fair -
www.stoneagefair.com
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