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LAS May 2009 Headlines:
Lamb Spring Mammoth Preserve Tours 

Contributed by: Douglas County on 4/24/2009 

     The Lamb Spring Archaeological Preserve Board in partnership with Douglas County has scheduled tours of the Lamb Spring Mammoth Preserve for the public to attend in recognition of Archaeology and Historic Preservation Month in May.

     Take a tour of the Lamb Spring Mammoth Preserve on Saturday, May 2nd at 9:30 a.m.  The tour begins with an introductory video explaining the excavations of the site at the Roxborough Neighborhood Library in the Lockheed Martin Room, 8357 N. Rampart Range Rd., #200 in Littleton.  Visitors then drive to the parking area and walk about two blocks to the site where the remains of 24 Columbian mammoth, ancient camel, bison and ground sloth were discovered in 1960 by Charles Lamb who was working to enlarge a natural spring on his cattle ranch.
     The Smithsonian Institution conducted intensive archaeological excavations in 1960-1961 and 1980-1981, yielding mammoth remains dating back 13,000 years and a possible link to some of the earliest people to inhabit North America.  This site is now preserved through a cooperative agreement between The Archaeological Conservancy and Douglas County.  Tours are available from May through October on the first Saturday of each month at 9:30 a.m.  For reservations, please contact Douglas County at (303) 660-7460.
     As part of the Archaeology and Historic Preservation Month celebrations, the Board of County Commissioners will present landmark plaques on Tuesday, May 5, 2009, at 1:30 p.m. to property owners.  These properties were recently designated as historically significant through the Douglas County Landmark Program.
     Archaeology and Historic Preservation Month began being celebrated in 1971, when the National Trust for historic preservation created a week-long spotlight of preservation efforts in the U.S.  Throughout the years, the week became a popular annual celebration and, in 2005, the National Trust dedicated the entire month of May to celebrate our country's history.

     Colorado initiated Archaeology and Historic Preservation Week in 1992 and expanded it to a month-long celebration in 2001.  Douglas County supports historic preservation and awareness, and the Douglas County Commissioners will also issue a proclamation on May 5th designating May as Archaeology and Historic Preservation Month.

     For more information on the history of Douglas County and the Lamb Spring Archaeological Preserve, please visit www.douglas.co.us/history or call (303) 660-7460.
Dig Reveals HorseThief's History

By Eric Swanson, Dodge City Daily Globe, May 11, 2009
JETMORE, KANSAS - Artifacts suggest that the Buckner Creek area functioned as an overnight camp for Native Americans between 900 and 1000, and as a base camp or small hamlet between 1150 and 1200.

     But the site has changed over the past 1,000 years, making it difficult to establish a connection to a specific tribe, said Dr. Neal Lopinot, director of the Center for Archaeological Research at Missouri State University.

     "It's hard to connect the material culture back in time," he said.

     In the spring of 2008, Missouri State archeology professor Dr. Holly Jones supervised a team of archaeologists during a dig at the Buckner Creek site. The team unearthed arrow points and other artifacts around the site, searching for new insights into the area's Native American culture of about 1,000 years ago.

     Jones was scheduled to present the results of the dig, complete with artifacts, Saturday at Jetmore's King Center. But a family emergency prevented Jones from making the trip, so Lopinot filled in for her — minus the artifacts, which had been packed away.

     Pawnee Watershed District officials are currently building a dam for the HorseThief Reservoir project, which will include a 440-surface-acre lake, at the Buckner Creek site. But before construction could begin, experts had to determine how the project might affect environmental and archaeological resources at the site.

     Kansas State Historical Society archaeologists investigated the site several years ago and found evidence that justified further research, which led to last spring's dig.

     Lopinot said that last spring's excavation uncovered plenty of arrow points and hide-scraping tools but no agricultural or plant-processing equipment. That finding, he said, led him to conclude that the site's occupants were not farmers.

     "These people were not agricultural," he said. "They were gathering people."

     The dig also uncovered the remains of a small pit-like home, which the occupants may have used for at least one year. The seasons and duration of occupancy could not be determined, however.

     The occupants lived primarily on bison and deer meat, and they used bird bones to make beads because those bones were small and easy to snap, Lopinot said.

     Lopinot said that the Missouri State team found only three types of pottery at the site, which suggested that the occupants may have mostly used bags or baskets to carry items.

     After Lopinot's presentation, Garden City resident Duane Van Dolah said he enjoyed learning more about the archaeologists' methods — especially the way they dug through layers of soil to find artifacts.

     "It was really nice of them to come out here and explain it," he said.
LAS Find of the Month, May 2009:
In September 2008 we implemented the new “Find of the Month” program for the Loveland Archaeological Society membership.  Anyone who is a member in good standing can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1. Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2. The artifact must be a personal find. 

3. It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4. The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.
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The winner for May 2009 was Shane Skutvik

Type:  Undetermined - possibly 

           Milnesand or Agate Basin.


Material:  Ft. Morgan Quartzite

Location:  Morgan County, Colorado

Photo:


LAS News and Upcoming Events:
June 2nd

June Meeting.  Mr. Richard Life will be speaking on “The Navajo Experience.”  He will talk 




about his experiences while volunteering for three weeks on the Eastern Navajo Indian 




Reservation in New Mexico.  Mr. Life is a retired U. S. Navy Captain now living in 

Ft. Collins.
June 20th

LAS field trip to the Hell Gap site in Wyoming.  Meet at the Highway 402 “Park and 



Ride” parking lot on the west side of I-25, exit 255, at 7:00 am.  We will carpool/caravan to 



the site from there.  We plan to return late that afternoon.  For those who want to camp, 



you can camp at the site overnight on June 20th.  We suggest you coordinate with others 



who may be camping, as it is primitive 
camping only with no hookups.  For obvious 



reasons, if you are not camping please make sure you have a ride up and back.  
LOVELAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.
CODE OF ETHICS

We would like to remind all members of a few points to remember in an effort to be courteous and responsible hunters.  By adhering to this code of ethics we will not endanger our own chances, or those of the club as a whole, in being granted permission to hunt for surface finds on private property.

(a) Do not litter – All trash should be carefully taken with us.  This includes pop cans, candy and gum wrappers, kleenex, sandwich bags, cigarette butts, etc.  (Carelessly discarded cigarettes can and have caused expensive and dangerous fires on ranch land that does not appear as dry as it really is.)  Do not leave food scraps – egg shells, orange peels, etc.  Take everything you bring with you when you leave.

(b) Respect fences, gates, cattle, landscape, vegetation, and every part of the ranch where you are hunting.  (How would you want the rancher to treat your own yard?)  Do not disturb the cattle, or damage fences or vegetation.  Leave gates as you find them.  Surface hunt only.  NO digging or screening.

(c) Use only your vehicle in which you reached the ranch and your own feet for transportation on the land.  Do not bring bicycles, motor bikes, motorcycles, or all terrain vehicles for easier mobility or family member recreation.  All of these items can irreparably damage the range land.  Drive your cars, pickups, etc. only where the rancher has indicated it is acceptable.  Stay on definitely visible roads for both driving and parking.  Do not drive across the range land.  Camp only where the rancher has indicated camping areas.  The land owner should be asked about building campfires, and if these fires are permitted, follow all accepted safety measures, seeing that the fires are well attended and completely extinguished and buried.

(d) Do not let your dog run wild over the land.  No matter how well behaved your dog may be at home, a dog not trained in handling livestock can, even inadvertently, cause a disturbance for the cattle, horses, nesting birds or other wildlife.  And show consideration for the other club members where your dog is concerned.

(e) If, as an individual, you obtain permission to hunt on a particular site, and you take friends, club members or non-members, with you it is your responsibility to make sure your guests understand and abide by the “rules.”
(f) Let the land owner know when you expect to arrive, how long you will stay, and when you expect to leave.  To the extent possible, check with the land owner as to the boundaries of the ranch and also as to any BLM or Forest Service land on the ranch.  If possible, when you leave, express your appreciation for being allowed to hunt on this site.  Or in the alternative, when returning home, send a thank you note.

Our club is justly proud of our reputation for consideration for the ranchers who permit us to hunt on their land, and for the responsibility we have always shown as good hunters and good citizens.  Maintaining this reputation is the only way we can expect to be allowed to return to any given area for future hunting or to gain approval for hunting in new areas.  Word gets around.  Let’s all do our individual part in upholding this code of ethics in hunting so that we do not endanger our chances of hunting on any private property, either our own individual chances or those of the entire club.
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