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LAS April 2009 News Notes:
Rail on Archaeological Site Gets Final Approval

Artifacts » A scientist says laws don't protect old Indian village
By Brandon Loomis, The Salt Lake Tribune, March 12th 2009

     State lawmakers gave final approval Wednesday to a bill that allows the Utah Transit Authority and a developer to build a rail-oriented neighborhood in Draper on the site of a 3,000-year-old Indian village that archaeologists would rather preserve. 

     The Senate's passage of HB179 clears the way so the Department of Natural Resources can negotiate a land swap with Whitewater VII Holdings. If they work out a deal, Whitewater then would give UTA 10 acres for a station on its planned FrontRunner line between Provo and Salt Lake City. 
     Wednesday's 21-8 vote came after UTA assurances of protection for the archaic village, which shows signs of farming from 500 years earlier than was previously documented in the region. 

     "The 10 acres that UTA would develop as a station would be predominantly, if not entirely, off of the known archaeological resource," agency spokeswoman Carrie Bohnsack-Ware said. Any encroachment on artifacts would trigger mitigation, she said, which "likely would involve having a qualified archaeologist documenting and moving them." 

     Much more of the property, about 100 acres in all, would undergo private development. 

     Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr. supports the bill, spokeswoman Lisa Roskelley said. She noted that it permits a swap but doesn't require it. UTA still may consider other sites in Draper and Bluffdale for the station. 

     Moving the artifacts was what the Utah Professional Archaeological Council feared when it wrote to DNR Executive Director Mike Styler opposing the swap last month, and during testimony against the bill last week. The council prefers in-ground preservation so future generations with better technology may learn more about the ancient inhabitants. 

     A spokesman for the Confederated Tribes of the Goshute also opposed construction on the site. "It contains evidence of some of my American-Indian ancestors and is considered a very scared place," tribal Chairman Rupert Steele wrote. 

     Senate Democrats objected to the plan, asserting that it is a taxpayer-backed benefit to a politically connected developer who would build a commercial and residential village around UTA's commuter-rail stop. 

     Developer Terry Diehl, who also is a UTA board member, represents the landowner, Whitewater VII Holdings. 

     "They are the ones that will receive significant economic benefit," said Sen. Karen Morgan, D-Cottonwood Heights. "Because they'll gain that at a loss to the taxpayers, I vote no." 

     Because other sites are available, said Sen. Scott McCoy, D-Salt Lake City, the reason for the swap appears to be to help the developer. 

     "The swap is actually not necessary," he said, "and in some respects might be a sweetheart deal for a particular landowner or developer." 

     Bristling at the suggestion that HB179 is special-interest legislation, Sen. Curt Bramble, R-Provo, said the taxpayers are the special interest. Completing the swap puts the station closer to Bangerter Highway, which UTA says will increase FrontRunner ridership. 
Archaeologists digging up Grand Canyon artifacts

March 15th, 2009 @ 4:54pm, by Associated Press

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) - Archaeologists are excavating sites along the Colorado River in the Grand Canyon in hopes of saving artifacts before they wash away. 

     Although the National Park Service typically leaves such artifacts alone, about 60 sites are being undercut by water, or unearthed by wind, topography, and a lack of sand, which is largely blocked from getting into the canyon by Glen Canyon Dam upriver. 

     National Park Service archaeologists and the Museum of Northern Arizona are working to uncover nine of the sites, which are mostly about 1,000 years old. 

     The excavation is costing about $1.2 million and is funded with fees visitors pay to enter the park. After the digs, the ruins of homes and granaries are being reburied by hand. 

     Along with the excavation of gaming pieces, pottery, a kiva and even a bone from a bison, the archaeologists are also mapping sediment, leading to the most complete picture of flooding in the Grand Canyon since the last ice age, said Jan Balsom, a deputy chief of science at the park. 

     While one large pot was flown out of the canyon in a helicopter, most artifacts are being taken by boat and vehicle to the museum. The artifacts will ultimately end up on display at the South Rim. 

     When archaeologists unexpectedly unearthed a kiva - a round, ceremonial room that is not a common find around the Grand Canyon - a member of the Pueblo Zuni tribe was on site. 

     ``He was thrilled to death about it,'' said Lisa Leap, an archaeologist at the park. ``He said finding these and learning what we're learning is just solidifying their traditional oral histories.'' 

     Among the archaeologists' findings since digging began in 2006 is evidence that prehistoric people inhabiting the banks of the Colorado grew cotton, might have played games, harvested pinyon nuts, and grew squash and corn.

New Mexico workers discover centuries-old bones 
09:50 AM MST on Tuesday, March 3, 2009
AZTEC, N.M. (AP) -- Archaeologists have excavated centuries-old remains of at least seven people discovered during work on a wastewater treatment plant for the community of Aztec, N.M. 

     Scientists estimate the bones are at least 700 years old, based on pottery and other artifacts found near them. 

After they have been assessed by archaeologists, the remains and artifacts will be returned to a descendant tribe for reburial. The onsite excavation was finished Monday, and the remains are being studied in a laboratory. 
     Construction crews grading and removing dirt for the wastewater plant uncovered the remains last week. An earlier archaeological assessment found no indication of a burial ground. 
     The Aztec Police Department and state Office of the Medical Investigator confirmed the remains were ancient, and the site was turned over to the state Historic Preservation Office. 
     "Basically when the construction people realized they had human remains, they stopped construction and protected them, and they went through the process that's specified by state law," said Historic Preservation Officer Jan Biella, acting state archaeologist. 
     Because of the construction work already done, archaeologists weren't able to study the remains as they were found in the ground, limiting their research on the nature of the burial site. 
     "Unfortunately we haven't got any of the original context left. This is where things become more complicated," said Peter Cater, president of Aztec Archaeological Consultants, hired by the city to study the site. "Not knowing where they were, how they were laying, what kind of grave they were in, the only thing we can do is look at what we have, which is the human remains." 
     He said the study will take several weeks. 
     The remains date to between A.D. 1200 and 1350, the same period the Aztec Ruins settlement was inhabited. Cater said the people buried likely lived in a village on the outskirts of Aztec Ruins. 
     Archaeologists will determine the closest living descendants. Remains from civilizations in the Four Corners dating back to the 1200s most often are claimed by the Hopi tribe of Arizona. 
     The Hopi tribe opposes disturbing burial grounds, but given the amount of development throughout the Southwest that has uncovered ancient burial sites, requiring remains and artifacts be returned for reburial is an inevitable compromise, said Leigh Kuwanwisiwma, director of the Hopi Cultural Preservation Office. 
     Tribal leaders work with state and federal officials to locate a reburial site near the original burial grounds. 
     "It's really the recognition that their original resting grounds are hallowed grounds," Kuwanwisiwma said. 

LAS Find of the Month, April 2009:
In September 2008 we implemented the new “Find of the Month” program for the Loveland Archaeological Society membership.  Anyone who is a member in good standing can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1. Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2. The artifact must be a personal find. 

3. It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4. The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.
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The winner for April 2009 was Shane Skutvik.

Type:  Triangular Blade, Possibly Meserve

Material:  Translucent Moss Agate

Location:  S. Platte River near Sterling

Photo:


LAS News and Upcoming Events:
Nova Program
:
A Nova program titled “Last Extinction” aired March 31st on PBS.  Various well-known
“Last Extinction”
physicists, geologists, and archaeologists discussed theories trying to explain the 



disappearance of the megafauna, or large land animals that inhabited the northern 



hemisphere during the last ice age.  To view some great Clovis artifacts and short 



clips from the program visit http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/clovis/.  
April 7th

We had an excellent presentation by Tom Westfall on Evidence of Aboriginal 
Occupation 



of the South Platte River Basin in Eastern Colorado and Western Nebraska.  He brought 



his entire South Platte River collection, an incredible assemblage of artifacts!  Thanks 



again, Tom, for opening our eyes up to the history and the treasures on the Platte! 
May 5th

May LAS Meeting, Tony Baker guest speaker





Topic:  Paleoindian Database of the Americas (PIDBA)



Mr. Tony Baker is gathering information on paleoindian artifacts and other material for the 



Paleoindian Database of the Americas in order to gain more accurate distribution data on 



the first Americans and their possible settling/migration patterns.  Feel free to bring any 



paleo material or possible paleo material from your collections for Tony to look at.  Visit 



the following links for information on Tony Baker’s presentation: 



http://ele.net/forgot/forgotten.htm and http://www.ele.net/pidba/DearArrowheadHunter.htm
Photos from the “Spring Into Archaeology Fair,” March 28th 2009
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Photos from the April 7th Meeting with Tom Westfall
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