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LAS February 2009 News Notes:
Outdoor Enthusiasts See Northern Colorado’s New Open Space as a Recreation, History & Nature Mecca 
New Recreational Open Space in Northern Colorado

(EMAILWIRE.COM, January 28, 2009 ) FORT COLLINS, Colorado–Prominent and active outdoor enthusiasts are eagerly awaiting the public opening of Red Mountain Open Space and Soapstone Prairie Natural Area on June 6. This combined Rocky Mountains Front Range-to-the high plains zone, located 25 miles north of Fort Collins, will offer 42 miles of trails and three trailheads, a registered historic archeology site, a visitor center, and non-motorized recreation. This is access to 27,000 acres of open space not open to the public previously. 

Helping to alleviate overcrowding at other nearby recreation areas, the Red Mountain-Soapstone Area will provide a “wonderful outdoor experience,” according to Cathy Jones, marketing director of the Fort Collins Convention and Visitors Bureau. “Shortgrass prairie, foothills and canyons provide a splendid backdrop for hikers, bikers and equestrians. This includes rock buttes and formations, rolling grasslands, red rock walls, stone circles and bison jumps and wallows – supreme geology.”

Jones also notes that Soapstone provides access to the Lindenmeier Archaeological Site, a significant historical site with the only extensive Folsom culture campsite yet found with artifacts dating from approximately 11200 BCE to 3000 BCE. The site was partially excavated during 1934-40 by the Smithsonian Institution and in 1935 by the Denver Museum of Natural History. 
The Fort Collins Museum holds a significant collection of Folsom artifacts excavated from the Lindenmeier Site, along with the Denver Museum of Nature and Science and the Smithsonian Institution. The Lindenmeier was declared a National Historic Landmark on January 20, 1961. 

Adventure enthusiasts can hike the Pronghorn Trail, a 7.7 mile loop that takes hikers through grassland vistas that also are known for excellent birding (burrowing owls, mountain plovers, McCown’s longspur and long-billed curlews). Mountain bikers can race to Mahogany Trail, a 5.1 mile lollipop trail with connections to the 3.2 Canyon Trail and the 7.4 mile Cheyenne Rim/Big Hole Wash/Ruby Wash Loop. Equestrians up for a long ride will relish the more than 13 mile Cheyenne Rim Trail with several options for return loop routes. 

For more information on Red Mountain-Soapstone and affordable lodging in Fort Collins, visit http://www.visitftcollins.com or call 1-800-274-3678.

Area archaeologists share favorite finds 

By NICHOLAS BERGIN, Burlington Hawkeye, Burlington, Iowa, January 19, 2009 

MOUNT PLEASANT -- Like most amateur archaeologists, Becky Cook of Keokuk refuses to give up her prize artifact-hunting hot spots.  On Jan. 1, Cook found an about three-inch long, handcrafted, mineralized bone hair pin decorated with squiggles and lines.

On Sunday, Cook brought the ancient hair pin to the annual Central States Archaeological Society Indian Artifact Show, hosted by the Hawkeye State Archaeological Society in the Iowa Wesleyan College Student Union. She attended the show with her husband, Clayton Cook, and 17-year-old daughter Kara Cook.

As Cook toured the thousands of arrowheads, axes and other artifacts being displayed at about 40 booths, she showed off her own piece of history nestled in velvet and set in a gold bordered display box with a glass lid.

Whenever a curious person asked her where the unique item had come from, she responded warily that it was found sitting among rocks on top of the ground "in the tri-states area."

When artifact hunters find an area rife with the long forgotten castoffs of a past civilization, they tend to keep that information close to the chest.

"It's like giving up your mushroom spot. You don't ever tell anyone where you find your mushrooms, either," said Ed Blow, an event organizer and member of the Hawkeye society.

Despite their reservations about disclosing favorite hunting sites, collectors are happy to display their prize finds and knowledge of past civilizations.

The Hawkeye State Archaeological Society was established in 1970 and has hosted the January show in Mount Pleasant for about two decades, Blow said. The free show frequently draws several hundred visitor hailing from Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, Wisconsin and Nebraska.

"If you don't display it (an artifact), what good is it, if it's sitting in your closet and nobody can see it," said Harold Boysen of Morning Sun.

A charter member of the Hawkeye society, Boysen said he has been hunting American Indian artifacts since the 1950s.

Boysen filled two tables with display items at the show representing a variety of different styles and ages to provide an educational experience for those who are new to the hobby.

The curious archaeological aficionado never stops learning because the field of available information is constantly changing and evolving as new discoveries are made, Boysen said.

Boysen is hard at work making sure there will be plenty of future archaeology enthusiasts to keep history alive. His two grandchildren, Sierra Boysen, 7, and Alex Boysen, 6, already are hunting artifacts with him and learning about Iowa prehistory.

Finding artifacts will be harder for the children, though, than it was for their grandfather when he started collecting.

Many modern farmers now use "no till" farming that leaves the ground littered with the withered stalks and other remains of last year's crop.

In the past, tills would turn over the dirt bringing artifacts to the surface.

Cook said the best time to find artifacts is right after a good rain.

For those who practice the hobby, it's the joy of finding a well-preserved artifact that keeps them walking through muddy fields and along pebble lined stream beds.

"There is nothing like it to look down and see just the tip or the corner of something you know has been worked," said Matt Hobbs of Burlington. "Your heart races, you cup it in your hands, and you do your little arrowhead dance."

Southeast Iowa has some of the highest concentration of American Indian artifacts in the state. However, most finds are of stone or pottery. Bone, antler and freshwater-shell artifacts usually dissolve in acidic Iowa soil.

Southeast Iowa's high concentration of artifacts can be attributed to its rivers. Prehistoric people often camped and settled near rivers, which provided transportation and water. With rivers such as the Mississippi, the Iowa and the Des Moines in the area, Southeast Iowa became a transportation hub for American Indians.

Also, the area between Burlington and St. Louis has large deposits of Burlington Chert, a popular white-gray rock used for making projectile points and other tools. The area around Burlington has some of the largest chert quarries in the Mississippi Valley, hence the name Burlington Chert.
Check out “DILTS SITE:  A NEWLY DISCOVERED BISON KILL SITE” at http://www.lithiccastinglab.com/gallery-pages/diltsbisonkillsitepage1.htm
LAS Find of the Month, February 2009:
In September 2008 we implemented the new “Find of the Month” program for the Loveland Archaeological Society membership.  Anyone who is a member in good standing can bring an artifact to be entered into the competition at the monthly meeting, which will be judged based on the following rules:

1. Must be a member of LAS in good standing.

2. The artifact must be a personal find. 
3. It must have been found within the specified time frame, i.e., within the month prior to the meeting.

4. The artifact doesn’t have to be a Colorado find—all that matters is that it was found in the last month.

The winner for February 2009 was Steve Campbell

Type:  Tool, possibly Folsom technology

Material:  unknown lithic material, pink/red chert

Location:  Near Wellington, Colorado
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